Section 1 Existing Conditions and Trends
1.1 Introduction
Transportation is a key component of planning for growth in Pearl River County.
Transportation systems both accommodate and encourage development, and thereby
can help guide development and activity patterns in such a way as to most effectively
meet community needs, while also conserving the County’s sense of place. This
element of the Comprehensive Plan provides an inventory of current conditions and
trends within Pearl River County’s transportation network.

1.2 Travel Patterns
According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2005-2007 American Community Survey
(ACS), the average employee in Pearl River County commuted to work an estimated
average of 36.5 minutes. 1 As demonstrated in Figure 8, more than 78 percent of those
16 years or over commuting to work drive alone. An additional 17 percent carpool to
work. A total of 2.7 percent are estimated to walk or commute to work by other
means, which includes by bicycle, taxicab and motorcycle.
Figure 8: Method by which Residents 16 Years and Over Commute to Work

Source: 2005-2007 ACS

1.2.1 Traffic Generators
An estimated 55.5 percent of employees residing in the county also work in the
county. The other 44.5 percent work in a neighboring county or out of state, most
likely Louisiana. New Orleans, the Mississippi Gulf Coast and the Stennis Space
Center are major employment centers and thereby serve as major traffic generators
outside the county. Pearl River Community College is one of the largest traffic
generators within the county.

1

U.S. Census Bureau, American Factfinder. “2005-2007 American Community Survey 3-Year
Estimates.” Accessed: http://factfinder.census.gov
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New Orleans
New Orleans, which lies roughly 40 miles southwest of the county, is a major center
of employment, entertainment, and commercial, educational and social services.
Traffic to and from New Orleans is carried principally on Interstate 59 (I-59). Recent
Louisiana transplants with ties to the New Orleans area, chiefly through employment,
added to the post-Katrina flow of traffic between New Orleans and the county.

Mississippi Gulf Coast
The Gulf Coast counties and cities are also a source of employment, entertainment,
and services, although Katrina-related damage has reduced this region’s draw. Trips
between Pearl River County and the Gulf Coast counties take place largely on I-59
and Mississippi State Highway 53 (MS 53).

Stennis Space Center
This national defense center located in neighboring Hancock County employs over
5,286 people who support contracts with NASA and the U.S. Navy, among others.2
As a major job source, Stennis is a substantial traffic generator in the county, for
county residents make up the largest group of personnel, approximately 29 percent. 3
Access to the center is generally via I-59.

Pearl River County Community College
Located in Poplarville, Pearl River County Community College’s (PRCC) main
campus draws students and staff from throughout the county and neighboring areas.
PRCC also has centers in Forrest and Hancock Counties. Its district includes Pearl
River, Forrest and Hancock Counties, as well as Jefferson Davis, Marion and Lamar
Counties. During the 2007-2008 school year, 86 percent of students resided in the
PRCC district; the largest proportion, nearly 29 percent, resided in Pearl River
County. PRCC’s total enrollment was more than 4,500 students as of Fall 2008, 4
Nearly 54 percent of whom (2,416 students) were enrolled at the Poplarville campus. 5
Figure 9 demonstrates the major traffic generators within and outside the County.

2

NASA. “NASAfacts: Stennis Space Center, 2008 Economic Impact.” March, 2009. Accessed:
www.nasa.gov/centers/stennis/news/factsheets/index.html.
3
Ibid.
4
Pearl River County Community College. Press Release from the Office of Public Relations. “PRCC
celebrates 1st 100 years with eye on future.” September 11, 2008.
5
Pearl River County Community College, Public Relations Department. Telephone correspondence,
June 30, 2009.
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Figure 9
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1.3 Roadways
As shown in Figure 1-1, more than 95 percent of county residents commute to work
by way of automobile. Vehicular transportation is the principal form of
transportation in Pearl River County due to its rural development patterns and large
size. As the population grows and development increases, the use of current
roadways will rise. The post-Katrina influx of new residents and the associated
congestion on roadways is perhaps one of the greatest concerns for county residents.
I-59, U.S. Highway 11 (Hwy 11) and Mississippi State Highway 43 (MS 43) are the
most traveled roadways in Pearl River County. Together with I-59, Hwy 11 creates a
24-mile north-south transportation corridor between the country’s major cities. MS 43
runs south along the western side of the county and curves eastward to bisect
Picayune. State highways MS 26 and MS 13 are the major east-west connectors in the
county.
Most of the roadways within the county are one or two lanes; only parts of MS 43 and
I-59 span four lanes of traffic each way.

1.3.1 Functional Classifications
Functional classifications define a roadway’s role in a transportation network and are
used to determine funding levels for state and federal transportation projects. The
Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT), employing Federal Highway
Administration guidelines, classifies Pearl River County’s roads into the following
categories:
Interstate Highway
An interstate highway is a component of a limited access integrated highway system
that is continuous throughout the urbanized area, serves the central city, regional
centers, industrial areas and intermodal facilities, connects freight routes and
provides direct service from each entry point to each exit point. These roadways are
characterized by the highest degree of mobility (level of service), and the highest
speeds over the longest uninterrupted distance. Average posted speeds on this
system are between 55 and 75 miles per hour. I-59 is the only interstate highway in
Pearl River County.
Principal Arterial
A principal arterial is a roadway intended for through traffic, consisting of a
connected network of commonly used continuous routes. They provide direct service
between cities, large towns and other destinations that attract long distance travel.
Examples of principal arterials are Hwy 11, MS 26 and MS 13.
Minor Arterial
Minor arterials carry a mix of local and through traffic, connecting local and collector
roads with major arterials. Hillsdale Road is an example of a minor arterial.
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Major Collector
A major collector is a roadway operating at the community level to provide local
connections to minor and major arterials. These roads balance accessibility with
mobility, gathering traffic from local streets and providing circulation within
residential neighborhoods, commercial, and industrial areas. An example of a major
collector within Pearl River County is Savannah-Millard Road.
Minor Collector
Minor collectors are found exclusively in rural areas. Like major collectors, minor
collectors provide connections between local roads and arterials; however minor
collectors tend to link smaller towns and economic centers to the transportation
network than their major collector counterparts. Minor collectors are spaced at
determined intervals, consistent with population density. An example is Jackson
Landing Road.
Local
Pearl River County contains local roads which provide access to adjacent lands within
and between neighborhoods, businesses, farms and other local areas. Local roads do
not allow for through traffic; stop signs, stop lights and speed bumps are common
along this type of roadway. Speed limits tend to range from 20 to 45 miles per hour.
Figure 10 shows Pearl River County’s roadway system by functional classification.
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Figure 10
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1.3.2 Physical Conditions and Maintenance
Nearly 190 miles of roadway in Pearl River County are managed by MDOT. 6 These
roads are principal distributor routes that connect with the State Highway System and
other principal county roads to form a network of secondary roads for the state.
MDOT’s Office of State Aid Road Construction conducts annual maintenance surveys
to determine road conditions and needed improvement and repairs. Additionally,
MDOT’s Research Division collects information biennially on pavement conditions,
noting areas of distress and roughness.
Following Hurricane Katrina, many roads were damaged, and their access was
greatly restricted. Road recovery since 2005 was swift; the 2006 maintenance
inspection report and the 2006 pavement condition data indicated a generally very
good overall condition for these roadways and maintenance was “found to be
satisfactory.” 7 The 2008 pavement condition data indicated a generally good
condition on state-maintained roads in the county. 8
An additional 1,014 miles of roadways in Pearl River County are maintained by the
County. Of the total 1,204 miles of state and county-maintained roadways, 351 miles
are unpaved. 9 Unpaved roads are commonly private or local roads, connecting
adjacent properties within or between neighborhoods and business parks.

1.3.3 Average Annual Daily Traffic
The most heavily traveled roadways are those that offer direct service between cities
and regional centers. Traffic volume is most commonly expressed as annual average
daily traffic (AADT), which represents the total volume on a roadway segment for
one year divided by the number of days in the year. Table 6 lists the ten most
frequently traveled roadway segments in Pearl River County, as measured by MDOT.
As demonstrated below, the greatest volume is along I-59, MS 43 and Hwy 11.

6

MDOT, Planning Division. “Mississippi Public Roads Selected Statistics: Extent, Travel, and
Designation.” 2005
7
MDOT, Office of State Aid Road Construction. “Annual Maintenance Inspection of Completed State
Aid Projects, Pearl River County.” December 2006; MDOT, Research Division 86-01. “2006 Pavement
Condition for Pearl River County.”
8
MDOT, Research Division 86-01. “2008 Pavement Condition for Pearl River County.”
9
MDOT, Planning Division. “Mississippi Public Roads Selected Statistics: Extent, Travel, and
Designation.” 2005
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Table 6: Ten Most Frequently Used Road Segments in Pearl River County
Year Most
Recently
Roadway
MS 43
I-59
I-59
MS 43
MS 43
I-59
Hwy 11
Hwy 11
I-59
I-59

Segment
0.3 mi E of I-59
0.8 mi N of Canal
Street
4.5 mi S of MS 43
0.2 mi W of I-59
0.4 mi W of I-59
3.2 mi N of MS 43
0.1 mi S of MS 43
S of Carroll St
3.8 mi N of MS 26
2.0 mi S of McNeil
Steep Hollow Rd

Functional Class
Principal Arterial

AADT
39085

Measured
2005

Interstate

35339

2005

Interstate
Principal Arterial
Principal Arterial
Interstate
Principal Arterial
Principal Arterial
Interstate

30362
26125
22022
21741
20083
18352
16734

2006
2007
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006

Interstate

16682

2007

Source: MDOT, Planning Division, 2009.

Figure 11 displays the ten most frequently used roadways segments in the County.
These segments concentrate within and around the City of Picayune. Figure 12
shows the AADT measured throughout the County.

1.4 Freight
Freight in Pearl River County involves commercial transport by land and rail. Rail is
discussed in Section 1.6 below. The logging industry, and in recent years, the
homebuilding industry, has been a major source of commercial trucking in the
county. The most heavily used trucking routes are 1-59, MS 26 and MS 43. Table 7
indicates the roadway segments whose AADT consisted of 20 percent or more of
commercial trucks.
Table 7: Ten Most Frequently Used Road Segments by Commercial Trucks in Pearl
River County
Roadway
I-59
I-59
I-59
I-59
I-59
I-59
MS 26
MS 26
I-59
Flat Top Road

Segment
3.8 mi N of MS 26
2.8 mi S of MS 53
2.0 mi S of McNeil
Steep Hollow Rd
1.3 mi S of Savannah
Millard Rd
1.1 mi S of MS 26
2.7 mi N of MS 43
1.7 mi E of Stone
County Line
4.4 mi E of MS 43
0.8 mi N of Canal Street
0.6 mi S of MS 43

Percent Commercial

Year Most Recently

Trucks
37%
35%

Measured
2006
2007

34%

2007

34%

2007

27%
25%

2006
2006

25%

2005

21%
20%
20%

2006
2005
2006

Source: MDOT, Planning Division, 2009.
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As shown in Figure 11, the most frequently used commercial truck road segments
concentrate along I-59.
Figure 11
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Figure 12

Trucking in Pearl River County is regulated by the Heavy Haul Ordinance, adopted
in 1997 and updated in 2005. The ordinance requires heavy haulers to obtain a permit
and post a $25,000 bond to the Pearl River County Road Department as security for
possible roadway damage. Failure to obtain a permit can lead to a fine. Furthermore,
many roadways are not paved in such a manner as to sustain heavy loads. Thus, only
specific roads are identified as preferred trucking routes. When trucking results in
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damage, the hauler would often pay the Road Department to perform maintenance
and repair. Since the adoption of the ordinance, the County’s Road Department has
not received reports of nor acted against parties violating the ordinance.

1.5 Aviation
Pearl River County is home to two public general aviation airports: Picayune
Municipal Airport and Poplarville-Pearl River County Airport. These airports do not
support commercial or military carriers, but rather personal and private business air
travel. Picayune Municipal Airport is owned and operated by the City of Picayune.
The runway is 5,000 feet long with a weight-bearing capacity of 30,000 lbs. Fifty-three
aircraft are based at the airport. 10 Poplarville-Pearl River County Airport is owned
and operated by the City of Poplarville. The runway is 4,000 feet long with a weightbearing capacity of 25,200 lbs. Ten aircraft are based at the airport. 11 As of June 2008,
there were, on average, 34 flights per day and 19 flights per day respectively at the
two airports. 12 These two airports are displayed on Figures 10 and 11.
In addition, the county is home to six private airports and heliports in the Picayune
and Poplarville areas.

1.6 Rail
Pearl River County carries a rail line from its northeastern corner to its southwest.
The line is owned by Norfolk Southern Corporation and carries both freight and
passenger trains. The rail is used by Norfolk Southern, Pearl River Valley Railroad
Company Inc., and Amtrak. Amtrak’s sole passenger station in Pearl River County is
located in Picayune. At this station there were 2,392 recorded boardings and
alightings in 2008. 13 Picayune is a stop on Amtrak’s Crescent Route, which daily runs
north to New York City, via Meridian, and south to New Orleans. Picayune’s station
was redeveloped in October 2008 from a platform and outside waiting area to an
enclosed train depot. Plans call for the new facility to house a museum as well. 14 The
rail line and station are shown on Figures 10 and 11.

1.7 Alternative Transportation
Alternative transportation encompasses those modes which do not employ a singleoccupancy vehicle; such modes include walking, bicycling, or carpooling. An
alternative transportation network provides an integrated and comprehensive
transportation network which offers viable travel options to local residents. Pearl
River County’s rural settlement patterns, large size, and relatively low density mean
that a high level of automobile use will be necessary for the foreseeable future. Even

10

Federal Aviation Administration “Report to Congress: National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems
(NPIAS) 2009-2013”
11
Ibid.
12
AirNav, LLC. “KMJD: Picayune Municipal Airport.” Accessed: www.airnav.com/airport/KMJD;
AirNav, LLC. “M13: Poplarville-Pearl River County Airport.” Accessed: www.airnav.com/airport/M13.
13
Amtrak Government Affairs. “Amtrak Fact Sheet, Fiscal Year 2008: State of Mississippi.” Released
November 2008.
14
“Amtrak Ink” Vol. 13 Issue 10, November-December 2008.

A
Transportation.doc

1-11

Section 1
Existing Conditions and Trends

so, the current and future role of alternative transportation options is important in
determining an overall transportation strategy for the County.

1.7.1 Public Transit
There is no public transit in Pearl River County. There have been plans for a shuttle
bus service in Picayune that have not been implemented.

1.7.2 Bicycle
Pearl River County has no dedicated bicycle lanes along its roadways. Just under 2
percent of county residents are estimated to bike, motorcycle, taxicab or use other
means to get to work. However, there are no specific estimates on bike ridership.
Community feedback suggests that bicycling is not used as a form of transportation in
any significant numbers.

1.7.3 Pedestrian
Pedestrian-friendly environments exist in Picayune and Poplarville. In the cities,
retail and civic buildings are accessible from sidewalks along major streets. However,
walking remains an infrequent travel mode choice throughout the county. As
demonstrated in Figure 8, just 1 percent of county residents walk to work.
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Section 2 Identified Needs
2.1 Introduction
An assessment of existing conditions and trends within the transportation network
yields to consideration for areas of improvement within the network. This section
identifies both short-term and long-term needs within the current transportation
system, and presents community-wide goals to achieve those ends.

2.2 Identified Needs
2.2.1 Roadways
2.2.1.1 Safety
The accident history of the roadway network identifies roadway segments where
safety is a potential concern. The Mississippi Office of Highway Safety maintains
accident records for each county within the state. Between January 2007 and April
2009, there were 3,091 accidents within Pearl River County. Approximately 93
percent of all county accidents occurred along or at an intersection of six roadways: I59, Hwy 11, MS 43, MS 26, MS 53 and Memorial Boulevard. Their statistics are
presented below.
Figure 13: Pearl River County Roadways with the Greatest Number of Accidents
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Additionally, more than 13 percent of all accidents occurred at just three intersections:
Intersection
Hwy 11 and MS 43
I-59 and MS 43
MS 43 and Frontage Rd

No. of Accidents
198
157
52

Percent of Total
6.41%
5.08%
1.68%

The disproportionate number of accidents on these roadways and intersections
suggest these segments should be given priority for consideration of safety
improvements.
Figure 14: Injury and Fatal Crashes in Pearl River County
2004-2008*

*Data for 2009 is incomplete, extending from January to April, 2009.

Although the number of crashes causing injury has decreased from a high of 512 in
2006, the annual number of fatal crashes has steadily increased since 2004.

2.2.1.2 Capacity and Congestion
Capacity is defined as “the maximum flow rate that can be accommodated by a given
traffic facility under prevailing conditions.” 15 Factors affecting a roadway’s capacity
include: number of lanes, lane and shoulder widths, posted speed limit, turn
restrictions, parking controls, and signal phasing. 16
Congestion occurs when demand exceeds capacity; in other words, when more
vehicles are utilizing the roadway than the roadway was designed for, which thereby
decreases the maximum flow rate. Congestion is described in terms of a roadway’s
level of service (LOS). LOS is a qualitative measure, categorizing transportation
15
16
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segments with a grade, from A (free traffic flow) to F (frequent traffic standstills).
LOS, in turn, is measured by a calculated volume-to-capacity ratio (V/C). V/C
compares the amount of traffic on a particular roadway to the amount of traffic the
roadway was designed to accommodate (carrying capacity). V/C is commonly
expressed as a number between 0 and 1, indicating respectively, little, if any, use of
the roadway to the roadway reaching capacity. The following table provides an
approximate comparison between V/C and Level of Service (LOS).

V/C

LOS

Description

0.00 – 0.30

A

No Congestion; Free-Flow
Operations

0.30 – 0.50

B

Low Congestion

0.50 – 0.75

C

Low Congestion;
Maneuverability Noticeably
Restricted

0.76 – 0.85

D

Moderate Congestion

0.86 – 1.00

E

Heavy Congestion; Operation
at or near Capacity

>1.00

F

Severe Congestion; Operation
Exceeds Capacity

V/C categories based on guidance from US DOT, FHWA. Signalized Intersections: Informational Guide. FHWA-HRT-04-091. Chapter
7: Operational Analysis Methods. www.tfhrc.gov/safety/pubs/04091/07.htm#chp711; Puget Sound Regional Council, www.psrc.org

2.2.1.3 Travel Demand Forecasting
A travel demand model is a planning tool which is used to approximate existing
travel demand and predict future demand in order to address projected future
deficiencies in the transportation network. The Mississippi Department of
Transportation commissioned a travel demand model for Pearl River County. The
modeling analysis was performed by WilburSmith Associates. Figures 2-3 and 2-4
display roadway V/C ratios in 2006 and the forecasted V/C ratios in 2035,
respectively. According to the MDOT Project Development Manual for Local Public
Agencies, the local planning agency should strive for a minimum LOS of “C” for
roadway projects. The roadway segments determined to have a V/C ratio
corresponding to a LOS of D or higher in 2006 and 2035 are presented below.
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Roadway
Picayune
Hwy 11
Hwy 11
Hwy 11
Hwy 11
Hwy 11
Hwy 11
I-59
I-59
MS 43
MS 43
MS 43

Segment
Richardson-Ozona Rd to MS
43/Sycamore Rd
MS 43/Sycamore Rd to Seal
St
Bruce St and MS 43 going
east
Seal St to Bruce St
MS 43 to Meadowgreen
Blvd/MLK Jr. Blvd
Pullens Rd to RichardsonOzona Rd
On/off ramp from MS 43
On/off ramp from Sycamore
Rd
Stafford Rd Intersection
From Stafford Rd to Canal St
From Ridge Road to 1-59
ramp
Hwy 11 to Richardson Rd
Canal St to Caesar Rd
MS 43 intersection
Main St to Hwy 11

MS 43
MS 43
Ridge Rd
Canal St
Poplarville
Main St
MS 26 Intersection
Main St
Jacobs Ave to Barlow Ln
MS 26
Main St to McGehee St
Unincorporated County
MS 43
Canal St to Caesar Rd
MS 43
Intersection with Caesar Rd
MS 43
Sam Stockstill Rd to
Richardson Rd
Hwy 11
North of Richardson-Ozona Rd
to Pullens Rd
Hwy 11
Cedar Hill Ln to Pullens Rd

2006
LOS

2035
Forecasted
LOS

F

F

F

E

F

F

E
E

E
E

C

F

F
E

F
F

F
E
E

F
E
E

C
C
F
E

F
E
F
E

D
D
D

E
E
E

F
D
D

F
E
E

F

F

E

E

A portion of Hwy 11 in Picayune, from Richardson-Ozona Road to Hwy 43/Sycamore
Road was found to be handling traffic more than double its design capacity in 2006.
By 2035, this severely congested segment is projected to extend further along Hwy 11.
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Figure 15
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Figure 16

2.2.2 Rail
Pearl River County has a private freight rail line within its borders which is leased to
Amtrak to provide commercial rail transportation. The Amtrak line stops in
Picayune, where the station underwent redevelopment in Fall 2008 and became
known as the Intramodal Transportation Center.
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2.2.3 Alternative Transportation
2.2.3.1 Public Transit
There is currently no fixed route transit or intercity bus service within Pearl River
County.

2.2.3.2 Bicycle
Pearl River County does not have dedicated bicycle facilities. However, there is
evidence of bicyclists within the County. For, between January 2007 and April 2009,
there were 2 accidents involving bicyclists and motor vehicles. Both of these accidents
occurred within the City of Picayune: at Hwy 11 at Bruce Street, and Bogan Circle at
South Beech Street.

2.2.3.3 Pedestrian
Between January 2007 and April 2009, there were 20 accidents involving pedestrians
and motor vehicles. Many of these accidents, including two which resulted in
fatalities, occurred along the county’s interstate or highway system, roadways not
designed for pedestrian use. The table below lists the intersections where these
accidents occurred.
Intersection
Picayune
6th Ave and Glenwood St
Friendship Park Rd and S Haugh Ave
Goodyear Blvd and Holly St
Kirkwood St and Goodyear Blvd
Martin Luther King Blvd and Clover Cir
Memorial Blvd and E Jerusalem Ave
MS 43 and Hwy 11
MS 43 and Pigott Ln
MS 43 and Sheppard Blvd
Palestine Rd and Carver Dr
Rosa St and Lewis St
Sally Dr and Jackson Landing Rd
S Haugh Ave and Telly Rd
S Loftin Ave and Memorial Blvd
Telly Rd and S Curran Ave
Poplarville
Martin Luther King Jr Dr and Barber St
MS 53 and MS 26
Unincorporated County
I-59 and Hillsdale Rd
I-59 and Millard Rd
Rollingwood Dr and E Lakeshore Dr
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Section 3 Community-Wide Goals and
Recommendations
The establishment of community-wide goals allows a municipality to optimize the use
of available resources to effectively meet the needs and wishes of its constituency.
The Pearl River County Strategic Plan identifies both short-term and long-term goals
to improve the transportation network and increase the quality of life within the
County. The transportation goals and their prescribed action items within the
Strategic Plan are:
Goal 1: Improve roads and road maintenance as identified.
Action Items/Recommendations:
•

Educate the public on the need for better roads;
A public marketing campaign to educate the public on transportation needs could
include brochures, billboards, both electronic and traditional, information online,
particularly the County’s website and the Picayune’s and Poplarville’s Chamber of
Commerce websites, newspaper editorials, and public hearings.

•

Promote a funding mechanism for maintenance;
In order for the County to consistently provide adequate maintenance, reliable funding
sources are necessary. Potential governmental funding should be pursued through
federal and state programs.

•

Encourage cooperative efforts to improve road maintenance that address the
needs within the County, not necessarily within supervisor districts; and
The transportation network is not distinct within each district, but rather to the
County as a whole, and should be treated comprehensively. Pavement condition
assessment should be conducted periodically, to prioritize maintenance expenditures.

•

Work with the Mississippi Department of Transportation Southern District
Commissioner to enhance funding for new projects and maintenance projects.
Potential governmental funding should be pursued through federal and state
programs.

Goal 2: Adequate transportation for Pearl River county residents in need of
supportive services.
Action Items/Recommendations:
•

1A
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Survey other groups who have attempted to do this, especially for those
needing access to jobs, and health services;
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An example of such a service is one operated by the Coast Transit Authority (CTA).
The CTA provides a demand response service for senior citizens in Harrison County,
MS. The service offers limited non-emergency curb-to-curb service for medical
appointments, grocery shopping trips, and senior citizen’s center transportation.
A demand response service, or paratransit service, has no fixed routes or schedules,
but rather is on-call to those it serves. A paratransit service open to not just senior
citizens, but all those in need of supportive services, would be a feasible option to
achieve this goal.
•

Approach ministers and groups about possible participation in meeting this
goal;
The CTA works with the Gulf Coast Community Action Agency in order to publicize
its paratransit service. Civic and social service groups may be able to help support
both financially and materially.

•

Investigate financial and legal aspects of such services; and
Potential governmental funding should be pursued for the state and federal level. The
U.S. Department of Transportation provides technical assistance and legal guidance to
state and local governments regarding paratransit services. Government-funded
services must adhere to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

•

Solicit donations from private enterprise in the form of funds or vehicles.
Local or regional agencies with a mission geared towards providing or assisting in
supportive services for those in need should be considered first for solicitations.

Another County-wide transportation goal arising from the analysis in Section 2
includes:
Goal 3: Create a safe and efficient transportation network that addresses congested
conditions and minimizes the potential for accidents.
Action Items/Recommendations:
•

Give priority consideration to those projects which would alleviate existing
safety deficiencies;
Segments of the transportation network identified with safety deficiencies include
those intersections with a disproportionate number of accidents, most notably along
MS 43.

•
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Explore transportation system management (TSM) strategies which serve to
enhance the efficiency and safety of the transportation network in order to
lessen congestion and improve air quality of the region; and
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TSM strategies include new or expanded infrastructure such as new roadways, new
transit or bicycle facilities and widened sidewalks; and modifications to existing
service such as improved traffic signalization schemes and road striping.
Although there are no bicycle facilities within Pearl River County, consideration
should be given to the possibility of bicyclists utilizing the roadways, especially in
Picayune.
In addition, the majority of accidents involving pedestrians occurred along the
county’s interstate or highway system, roadways not necessarily equipped with
pedestrian facilities. Pedestrian use of these roadways should be taken into account.
•

Investigate transportation demand management (TDM) strategies which are
designed to alter travel behavior in order to minimize congestion and provide
viable and convenient transportation alternatives to driving alone, especially
as the population begins to age.
TDM measures include land-use management strategies such as in-fill development,
enhancing existing transportation options such as providing an emergency ride home
to carpoolers, and mitigating congestion such as encouraging telecommuting or
flexible work hours. TDM strategies would alleviate pressure on the already overcapacity roadways.
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Section 4 Performance Measures
There are a number of ways Pearl River County could measure its progress on
improving its transportation network. MDOT measures the annual average daily
traffic measurements for transportation segments within Pearl River County.
However, not all transportation segments are in fact measured annually. The County
could work with MDOT to update its figures and determine which roadways are the
most frequently used.
In addition, the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety maintains accidents records for
Pearl River County. These records can be compared annually to determine if
strategies to enhance safety within the transportation network are making an impact.
The County could also commission a travel demand model to determine if roadways
currently designated with a LOS of D or higher would be downgraded as a result of a
range of possible transportation initiatives and improvements.
These follow-up studies would serve as valuable tools in measuring the effectiveness
of implemented strategies. Once performance indicators are measured, existing
strategies can be adjusted according to their level of effectiveness.
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