PEARL RIVER COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
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March 1, 2005
Mr. Jim Wingrove
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Addendum and Update of the Pearl River County
Hazard Mitigation Plan
2001
Purpose
General
The Pearl River County Hazard Mitigation and Flood Protection was prepared
during fiscal year 2001 and adopted by the Board of Supervisors in November
2001, the City of Poplarville in August 2002 and the City Picayune in October
2002. The primary purpose of the 2003 Addendum and Update of the Pearl
River Hazard Mitigation Plan to comply with the requirements of 44 CFR 201 and
206. Staff planners at Mississippi Emergency Management Agency and Federal
Emergency Management Agency reviewed the 2001 plan for compliance with 44
CFR 201 and 206 and their recommendations are the basis for the Addendum.
A multi-jurisdictional plan, the Pearl River County Hazard Mitigation Plan includes
the areas under the jurisdictions of Pearl River County, the City of Picayune and
the City of Poplarville. Not included in the plan is the small portion of the City of
Lumberton that is located in Pearl River County. The majority of the land area of
Lumberton is located in Lamar County and it is assumed that Lumberton will
participate in hazard mitigation planning efforts sponsored either locally or by
Lamar County. Lumberton cannot benefit from natural hazard mitigation
programs resulting from preparation of this document. Representatives from
Pearl River County, Picayune and Poplarville participated as part of the multijurisdictional planning team. (201.6 (a)(3) and 201.6 (b).
All jurisdictions included in the plan participated in the planning process. A total
of four planning meetings were conducted, alternating in Poplarville and
Picayune. The meetings in Poplarville were held in county buildings and
included staff and elected officials who represented the City of Poplarville and
Pearl River County. The meetings in Picayune included staff and elected officials
representing Picayune and the southern area of the county.
Advertisements
inviting the public to participate in the meetings were placed in local newspapers
prior to each meeting; copies of the advertisements are included in the
appendices. Prior to adoption, the final draft of the plan will also be presented at
two public hearings, one in Poplarville and the second in Picayune on September
9, 2004.
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Pearl River County and the City of Picayune are members in good standing of
the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). Poplarville has never experienced
a problem with flooding and the community has never entered the NFIP. Since
Poplarville is not a member of the NFIP, the community is not eligible to
participate or benefit from FEMA flood mitigation grant programs that may be
awarded as result of this plan. Poplarville is, however, eligible to participate in
other FEMA hazard mitigation programs addressing natural hazards other than
flooding. Should Poplarville join the NFIP during the term of this document, it will
also be eligible to participate in flood mitigation projects.
The Hazard Mitigation Plan and the addendum will be reviewed at least annually
and updated as necessary. The plan will undergo a complete update no later
than five years after the original date of adoption, or by November 2006.
Reviews will be conducted by or on behalf of the Pearl River County Board of
Supervisors, the Picayune City Council and the Poplarville Board of Aldermen.
Reviews will be documented and changes or amendments resulting from reviews
will be adopted by participating jurisdictions and made an addendum to the plan.
Copies of reports of reviews and addendums will be made available to agency
planners at Mississippi Emergency Management Agency.
Public Involvement (201.6(c)(1)
The method for involvement of the public in development of the original plan was
through appointment of persons to the Hazard Mitigation Planning Council and
advertised invitation for the public to participate a public hearing. At the onset of
development of the addendum, advertisements were placed in the newspapers
circulated throughout the County inviting members of the public wishing to be
included to attend planning meetings. A total of four planning meetings were
conducted and two public hearings were held after the draft of the addendum
was completed. Two of the planning meetings were held in Picayune in the
southern portion of the county and two in Poplarville in an effort to involve
persons residing in the central and northern area of the county. Copies of the
advertisements and rosters of those attending are attached as exhibits to the
addendum.
The final draft of the addendum and update were presented to at two public
hearings to be conducted in Picayune and Poplarville on September 9, 2004. A
copy of the final draft was presented to Mississippi Emergency Management
Agency for review. Comments arising from the public hearings and MEMA
review were incorporated into the document. After consideration and
incorporation of all comments the document will then be presented to the Board
of Supervisors, the Board of Aldermen of the City of Poplarville and the City
Council of the City of Picayune for adoption by resolution. A copy of the
resolution and adopted document will then be presented to MEMA and FEMA.
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Demographic Update
In 2001 when the plan was adopted, the majority of the population of Pearl River
County resided in the unincorporated areas of the county. Census estimates
published in 2002 indicate that trend is continuing with a growth rate of 4% in the
unincorporated areas of the county and less than 1% in the incorporated areas.
The following table indicates population growth in the period between
development of the plan and July 2002 when the estimates were published.
Pearl River County
Population Changes
2000 – 2002
Location
Pearl River County
Lumberton (part)
Picayune
Poplarville
Balance of County

2000
48,621
28
10,535
2,601
35,457

2002
50,473
28
10,651
2,607
37,187

Change
1,852
0
116
6
1,730

% Growth
3.0%
0.0%
0.1%
0.0%
4.0%

Source: U. S. Census Bureau 2002 Population Estimates

Hazard Identification (201.6 (c)(2)(i); 201.6(c)(2)(ii),(iii); 201.6 (c)(2)(A)
The 2001 Hazard Mitigation Plan categorized hazards into three types – (1)
natural and environmental hazards, (2) technological hazards and (3) civil
hazards. The review of the 2001 plan by MEMA and FEMA planners made the
following finding: “the plan has an incomplete profile since it does not state the
future probability or likelihood of occurrence of the identified hazards.”
Based upon the FEMA/MEMA finding, the addendum more thoroughly addresses
all natural hazards likely to affect Pearl River County, their anticipated frequency;
damages sustained and expected to be sustained in future events and impact
upon the community. The format selected identifies each hazard and as
applicable, indicates the affect that hazard is likely to have on of the participating
jurisdictions, Pearl River County, Poplarville and Picayune. Some hazards are
so wide spread, however, that detailing the hazard to each community would be
redundant. In those cases, the hazard is presented as countywide hazard with a
conclusion as to the current and future expectations.
Floods
Pearl River County – The Pearl River marks the western boundary of Pearl River
County. The Pearl River and its tributaries make up the major river system
draining Pearl River County and account for the majority of flood losses in the
County. All of the land area situated within the floodway and floodplain on the
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east bank of the Pearl River is in the county’s jurisdiction and most is sparsely
populated or held for resort and vacation purposes.
Flooding is most likely in the spring when the Pearl River is at flood stage and
overflow backs up into the tributaries, driving them out of their banks. Localized
heavy rainfall in the spring when the Pearl River is at flood stage can be
expected to worsen the problem. Additionally, when a tropical storm or hurricane
approaches landfall along the east Louisiana coast or the Mississippi coast, Pearl
River County can expect to experience flooding from the accompanying heavy
rainfall.
The source of the Wolf River is located in rural north central Pearl River County.
The course of the Wolf River follows a southeast direction and crosses the
border between Pearl River County and Hancock County in the extreme
southeastern corner of the county where Hancock, Stone, Harrison and Pearl
River County meet. Most of the floodplain of Wolf River crosses rural areas of
the County and causes little problem, however some repetitive flooding has
occurred to at least one structure north of Silver Run Community in an area
known as Camp Gogo.
According to the National Flood Insurance Program, there are 25 repetitive flood
loss properties located in the jurisdiction of Pearl River County. It is also known
that there are other uninsured properties located throughout the county,
particularly in the Nicholson Community, the area immediately north of the City
Limits of Picayune known as Westchester and the southeast area of the county
that have flooded. Pearl River County and Picayune have filed a joint application
for Pre-Disaster Grant Funds to acquire the repetitively flooded properties in both
jurisdictions.
Picayune - East Hobolochitto Creek crosses Picayune from east to west to
merge with West Hobolochitto Creek. The merged streams make up the
northwest city limits. The West Hobolochitto Creek stretches the length of Pearl
River County running west of Poplarville. The east branch of the creek meanders
to the east-northeast and ends south of Poplarville. Beyond the confluence of
the East and West branches of Hobolochitto Creek, the creek circles around
Picayune on the west and merges with the Pearl River southwest of the city. Mill
Creek runs from the Pearl River into Picayune and Alligator Branch stretches
from mid-town Picayune south through the unincorporated Nicholson Community
and ultimately into the Pearl River.
During the planning process engineering and public safety personnel in Picayune
stated that the severity of flooding on East Hobolochitto Creek was probably
being made worse by choke points created by log jams and debris that has
collected in the creek bed. Additionally, county and municipal officials have long
felt that slowing the release of floodwater into the creek upstream from Picayune
could mitigate flooding in and near the community.

5

According to the National Flood Insurance Program there are 19 repetitive flood
loss properties located in the jurisdiction of the City of Picayune. As indicated on
the Hazard Identification Map, most of the repetitive loss properties are located
within the floodways of the aforementioned streams.
Poplarville - The City of Poplarville has no flood hazard areas within its
boundaries and has never experienced a problem with flooding. There are a few
isolated areas with drainage related problems that have resulted in street
flooding, however there is no history of property damaging flooding. One is the
railroad underpass located on South Main Street where the roadway dips under
the railroad. Flooding in at this location is of relatively short duration, but traffic
must be detoured during heavy rainfall when water collects there.
Another is on Michigan Street where undersized culverts are choke points that
slow drainage of storm water, resulting in street flooding and water intruding
upon private property. According the City’s engineer, installation of larger box
culverts would eliminate the problem and this is a project the community will
undertake as funding becomes available.
Because there is no property damaging flooding or any flood hazard areas in the
community, Poplarville does not participate in the National Flood Insurance
Program.
Community leaders realize that should they ever undertake
annexation, they will probably need to consider adopting a flood ordinance and
request participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.
Conclusion - Mapping of the locations of Pearl River County’s and the City of
Picayune’s flood loss properties indicates that most are located within the flood
ways of streams and rivers. With the exception of the Wolf River located in the
eastern area if the county, all streams drain into the Pearl River. Spring floods
along the Pearl River are considered a normal phenomenon and high water is
expected when the river is at flood stage. It is the unexpected flood events
brought about by unusually heavy rainfall that causes most damage, especially in
the spring when the river is already at flood stage.
In many cases, the origin of unusually heavy rainfall can be found off shore in the
Gulf of Mexico. Although Pearl River is not a coastal county, its location in the
second tier of counties north of the coast make it vulnerable to the extremely
heavy rains that accompany hurricanes and other tropical systems. Winter and
spring storms originating in the Gulf of Mexico can also cause extremely heavy
rainfall and flash flooding in the area. The following table indicates dates of
flooding events over the past ten years and the amount of damage sustained in
those floods.
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Flood Events in Pearl River County
January 1993 through April 24, 2004
Location
Countywide
South Portion
Countywide
Countywide
Countywide
Countywide
Countywide
Picayune

Date
1/20/93
4/11/95
5/9/95
1/7/98
3/3/01
9/26/02
6/30-7/1/03

4/25/04

Cause
Winter storm
Spring storm
Spring storm
Winter storm
Spring storm
Tropical storm
Tropical storm
Spring Storm

Type
Flood
Flooding
Flash Flood
Flash Flood
Flash Flood
Flash Flood
Flash Flood
Flash Flood

Damages
$500,000
-0-0100,000
10,000
-01,500,000
25,000

Source: NOAA National Climatic Data Center

If the past is any indication of the future, on average Pearl River County can
expect one (1) flood per year and there is a 40% chance of the flood causing
significant property damage. Areas of Pearl River County subject to flooding are
mapped on the enclosed Pearl River County, City of Poplarville and the City of
Picayune Hazard Maps.
At present it is not possible to furnish an accurate accounting of the number and
value of structures located within special flood hazard areas of Pearl River
County and its municipalities. Planning maps showing parcels and structures are
old and outdated and do not reflect a true picture of the present situation. Pearl
River County and its municipalities, Picayune and Poplarville are in the process
of developing a countywide, parcel level, GIS mapping system. The system is
projected to be completed within the next year to 18 months and will be updated
continuously as construction and development occurs.
The parcel level GIS mapping system will also be tied to county land records,
making it possible to accurately project the values of properties and structures
based upon assessed valuations. An overlay of flood data onto parcel maps will
make projections of values of properties located in special flood hazard areas
possible. Based upon the foregoing it is requested that Pearl River County and
its municipalities be allowed to delay furnishing the number and values of
structures located in flood hazard areas of the county. The county will be
preparing a complete update of its Hazard Mitigation Plan in FY 2006; it is
expected that the parcel level GIS system will be up and running before the
update of the plan is due.
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High Hazard and At Risk Dams
The Mississippi Office of Land and Water Resources of the Department of
Environmental Quality classifies dams as “high hazard” structures if in the event
of dam failure there is a possibility of loss of life and/or major property damage
downstream as result of the failure. Two dams located in Pearl River County are
listed on the State of Mississippi Inventory of High Hazard Dams. The water
impounded by those dams form Anchor Lake and Hide-A-Way Lake. Following is
a description of each of these structures:
Anchor Lake is approximately five miles northeast of Picayune, immediately west
of Interstate Highway 59 and east of the Carrier Community. Anchor Lake
covers 345 acres and the normal storage capacity of the lake is 2,274 acre-feet
of water with a maximum storage capacity of 3,370 acre-feet of water. Drainage
from an eight (8) square mile area feeds Anchor Lake and the lake drains into the
east Hobolochitto Creek. An earthen dam measuring 25 feet high and 2,500 feet
long contains the water in the lake. Anchor Lake is privately owned and
maintained by the Anchor Lake Property Owners Association. A number of
residences are located on property surrounding the lake.
Hide-A-Way Lake is located within a mile of the city limits of Picayune and drains
into Mill Creek and the West Hobolochitto Creek just north of the city. The lake
covers 197 acres and the normal storage capacity is 1,409 acre-feet with a
maximum storage capacity of 4,409 acre-feet of water. Drainage from a 14
square mile area feeds the lake. An earthen dam measuring 38 feet high and
1,170 feet long contains the water in the lake. The lake is privately owned and
maintained by the Lake Hide-A-Way Club, Inc. Numerous residences surround
the lake.
Other – In addition, there are numerous smaller lakes and ponds not meeting the
criteria of high risk or significant risk impounded by earthen dams located
throughout rural Pearl River County. State law requires that property owners
report proposed dam construction to the Mississippi Department of
Environmental Quality and receive a permit to construct a dam but some owners
in rural areas bypass this requirement. The danger of a lower risk dam failure
became a reality on April 26, 2004 during a severe rainstorm that deposited 10
inches of rain in the area. The earthen dam containing 10-acre Dove Ridge
Pond failed during the storm and flooded two nearby residences.
Conclusion: Both Hide-A-Way and Anchor Lake dams are considered high-risk
because they are recognized as potential hazards to downstream population and
property. As high risk structures, they are scheduled for periodic inspection and
monitoring by Department of Environment Quality, Office of Land and Water
Resources. There is no record of incidents involving overflow or leakage ever
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occurring at Hide-A-Way Lake or Anchor Lake. Both structures are well
maintained and there has never been any indication that either structure is in
danger of failure. Neither should be considered an eminent threat and no action
other than continuing inspection and maintenance is recommended. Both
structures are mapped on the High Hazard Dam Map.
The smaller dam structures impounding farm ponds and small lakes located
throughout rural Pearl River County are problematic and should be inventoried
and more closely monitored. With increased development of previously rural
areas, these structures may pose a risk to structures built near the dams, as
indicated by the Dove Ridge dam failure in spring of 2004. Neighboring Lamar
County was not so fortunate when the Big Bay Lake dam failed earlier in March
2004, releasing 3.5 billion gallons of water, destroying or damaging 48 homes.
The Big Bay Lake incident and the incident in Pearl River County prompted the
Department of Environmental Quality to adopt new dam safety rules in August
2004. The new rules require owners of high-hazard and significant-hazard dams
to have an additional dam inspection performed by an engineer by March 2006
and develop emergency action plans. The additional inspections will provide
more information concerning the current condition of high- and significant-hazard
dams throughout the state and provide additional information to DEQ to consider
as it monitors dams throughout the state. These two incidents also brought
home the need for local officials to more closely monitor and permit construction
of small dams and ponds in the county.
Tornadoes
Wind studies conducted by Texas Tech Wind Engineering Institute for FEMA
placed the entire land area of Pearl River County in Wind Zone III. Zone III areas
could be expected to sustain winds of 200 miles per hour from tornadoes. The
study strongly recommends that residents of areas at high risk for tornado
damage take steps to create safe havens from these storms through construction
of shelters and/or safe rooms in their homes. In the spring of 2001, Pearl River
County was included in a Presidential Disaster Declaration that included more
than one half of the counties in Mississippi. The following chart indicates tornado
strikes by location during the past ten years.
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Tornado Strikes
Pearl River County
1993 through 2003
Location
Poplarville

Date

5/19/95
1/25/97
9/20/98
7/22/00
6/04/01
4/24/03
Picayune
6/4/01
4/7/03
Nicholson*
11/21/97
7/22/00
Crossroads* 10/3/02
4/24/03
White Sand* 2/19/96
McNeil*
2/19/96
Savannah*
5/30/99
Millard*
3/12/01
Cyber*
6/4/01
Carrier*
8/13/01

Magnitude
F1
F1
F1
F1
Funnel Cloud

F0
Funnel Cloud

F1
F1
F0
F0
F1
F2
F1
F0
F0
Funnel Cloud

F0

Deaths
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Injuries
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
2
0
0
0
10
0
0
0
0
0

Damages
$

-060,000
75,000
-0-02,000
-0100,000
700,000
3,000
10,000
50,000
700,000
100,000
-030,000
-01,000

*Unincorporated Community
Source: NOAA National Climatic Data Center

Pearl River County – In the past ten years, 10 tornadoes have been recorded in
rural Pearl River County. The storms caused $1.6 million in damages and 12
people were injured. Damages sustained include roofs, mobile homes damaged
or destroyed, conventionally constructed homes damaged or destroyed, awnings
and overhangs on commercial structures damaged or destroyed and tree and
sign damage. Due to their erratic behavior, it is not possible to predict the
precise locations where tornadoes are likely to strike in the future.
Poplarville - The City of Poplarville has recorded strikes from 6 tornadoes in the
past ten years with damages totaling $137,000. Damages included roofs, mobile
homes and conventionally constructed homes damaged or destroyed, awnings
and overhangs on commercial structures damaged or destroyed and tree and
sign damage. Due to their erratic behavior it is not possible to predict the precise
locations of where tornadoes are likely to strike in the future, however the
number of events in Poplarville would indicate that its location makes it
susceptible to tornado activity.
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Picayune - The City of Picayune has experienced strikes from 2 tornadoes
causing damages totaling $100,000 in the past ten years. Two other tornadoes
struck immediately south of the city limits of Picayune in Nicholson Community
with one causing considerable damage. Damages included roofs, overhangs,
awnings, signs and trees blown over utility lines.
Conclusion
It should be assumed that every structure and every area of Pearl River County
is vulnerable to tornado damage, particularly unreinforced structures and mobile
homes not constructed to withstand high wind loads. Historic tornado activity
indicates that Pearl River County can expect at least two (2) tornadoes or funnel
clouds to occur each year with significant property damage resulting from
approximately 63% of those storms. Fortunately, modern technology makes it
possible for forecasters to identity storm systems likely to spawn tornado activity
and issue warnings to populations in the path of the storms. Areas where
tornadoes are known to have occurred are mapped on the Hazard Map.
Historic data indicates more tornado activity in the Poplarville area than any other
area of the county but it should be assumed that all areas of the county are
vulnerable to damage from tornadoes. Every precaution possible should be
taken to minimize damage from these killer storms, including wind resistant
construction standards and construction of safe rooms and storm shelters.
Public safety officials in Picayune are concerned that none of the public safety
buildings are constructed to meet high wind standards. On-duty personnel
expressed particular concern that the metal buildings housing fire-fighting
personnel twenty-four hours each day do not have reinforced safe areas for use
during tornado threats. It is recommended that all of the essential public
buildings in be surveyed to determine their structural integrity and wind retrofitting
undertaken.
Because of the erratic behavior of tornadoes, it is not possible to predict when or
where a tornado will occur. It should be assumed that every structure in Pearl
River County and its municipalities, Poplarville and Picayune are vulnerable to
damage from tornadoes. According to records furnished by NOAA’s National
Climatic Data Center, in the past 10 years 18 tornadoes have occurred in the
county; total damages are estimated to be $1.8 million or over a ten year period
about $180,000 per year.
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Hurricanes and Tropical Storms
Pearl River County is not a coastal community and the county and its municipal
subdivisions are not subject to the brunt force winds or storm surge of hurricanes
and tropical storms as they make landfall. The county is located near enough to
the coast to be damaged by hurricane and tropical storm force winds storms
making landfall along the eastern Louisiana coast and the Mississippi coast. The
county is especially vulnerable to storm water flooding from hurricane or tropical
storm generated rainfall and tornadoes spawned by these storms. As noted in
the flooding section, in the past ten years three named tropical systems have
deposited sufficient rainfall on the county to result in property damaging flooding.
NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center reports that one hurricane and four
tropical storms have affected Pearl River County in the past ten years. Two of the
tropical storms, Allison on June 11, 2001 and Isidore in late September 2002,
caused minor flash flooding and urban and small stream flooding; severe
thunderstorms and high wind accompanying Tropical Storm Allison caused
$20,000 in damages in Poplarville. Rainfall from Tropical Storm Bill on June 30,
2003 caused widespread flooding that resulted in damages exceeding $500,000.
Another tropical storm in mid-September 1998 spawned a tornado that caused
$75,000 damage in Poplarville.
According to National Hurricane Center meteorologists, tropical cyclone activity is
cyclical and there is every indication that hurricane and tropical storm activity is
on the upswing. During the past 5 years, the occurrence of hurricanes or tropical
storms has averaged one each year, with two each in 1998 and 2002.
Conclusion
Southern Pearl River County where the City of Picayune is located within 25
miles of the shore of the Mississippi Sound, making the area vulnerable to
sustained hurricane force winds when a hurricane makes landfall along the
eastern Louisiana or Mississippi coast. Countywide wind damage could be
expected from a major hurricane, especially to mobile homes and buildings not
constructed to withstand sustained high winds.
Of particular concern are facilities such as public safety buildings that must be
operational during severe weather and hurricane conditions or other critical
facilities that serve as shelters or are critical to the delivery of essential services
immediately after a storm has passed. The Fire Chief in Picayune has
expressed concern that on-duty personnel have no reinforced safe rooms inside
the buildings where they are required to work during threatening weather. Also,
there is concern that the larger fire station buildings may be vulnerable to
sustained high winds. There is also concern that most emergency shelters in
the community are designated because of the capacity to handle large numbers
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of persons seeking shelter from floods and vulnerability to high wind has not
been a consideration.
Because of the widespread risk area affected by hurricanes, it should be
assumed that every structure in Pearl River County, Poplarville and Picayune are
vulnerable to damage from hurricanes. The extent and cost of damage would
depend upon the severity of the storm and the area of the coastline where the
storm made landfall.
Of particular concern are structures located in special flood hazard areas that will
be flooded because of heavy rainfall resulting from hurricanes and tropical
storms. When the county’s parcel level GIS mapping system is completed and
up and running it will be possible to determine the number and value of all
structures located in areas likely to flood because of hurricanes. It is anticipated
that the GIS system will be in place by 2006 when the county is will be preparing
a complete update of the Hazard Mitigation Plan.
Thunderstorms and High Wind
Between January 27, 1994 and June 12, 2003, Pearl River County experienced
57 thunderstorm and high wind events severe enough to be reported by the
NOAA National Climatic Data Center. These storms resulted in damages totaling
$5.3 million. At least one of the thunderstorms accompanied Tropical Storm
Allison on June 11, 2001. Two injuries are reported to have occurred in
Picayune as result of a thunderstorm/high wind event on August 14, 1998. The
following table indicates the locations of the storms and the amount of damages
to each location:
Thunderstorm High Wind Events
January 27, 1994 – April 30, 2004
Location

No. Events

Injuries

Poplarville

23

0

Picayune
Crossroads
Carrier*
Ozona*
Hillsdale*
McNeil*
Derby*
Caesar*
Savannah*
Nicholson*
Countywide
Totals

12
1
2
1
1
3
1
2
1
1
9
54

2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
2

Source:

Damage

$ 106,000
5,096,000
12,000
1,000
10,000
1,000
4,000
40,000
12,000
1,000
1,000
37,000
$ 5,320,000

NOAA National Climatic Data Center
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Poplarville - With a total of 23, Poplarville leads the county with the number of
recorded thunderstorms and high wind events. Damage reports place the total
cost attributed to these storms at $106,000; no injuries or deaths were reported.
Damages included roofs, signs, overhangs and trees over power lines.
Picayune - The cost of damages attributed to the 12 thunderstorms and high
wind events striking Picayune totals $5.1 million. A severe thunderstorm that
occurred on October 29, 2003 caused $5 million in damages when straight line
and wind downbursts damaged roofs and caused considerable damage to store
fronts and canopies in shopping centers throughout the city. The storm also
caused considerable damage to electric power and other utility distribution lines
when trees were blown over them.
Conclusion
Severe thunderstorms and high winds are hazards the residents of Pearl River
County and its municipalities will continue to experience. Based upon a ten year
sampling of events it can be concluded that severe thunderstorms and high wind
events will occur in Pearl River County 5 to 6 times each year. Since severe
thunderstorms and high wind are usually embedded in a system moving thought
the area, all areas of the county are likely to be feel the effects of these
dangerous storms from time to time.
It should be assumed that every area of he county is vulnerable to severe
thunderstorms and high winds. With the advanced technology presently in use,
forecasters are able to identity storm systems likely to spawn severe
thunderstorm and high wind activity and issue warnings to populations in the path
of the storms. Owners can protect their properties from damage by using wind
resistant construction techniques during construction or taking steps to retrofit
existing properties to withstand high winds.
According to the Civil Defense Director, State Emergency Mangers now can
request that local locale severe weather information be broadcast on the
Weather Channel through a “crawler” across the television screen. The
information will make up to the minute warnings possible to most residents of the
county. In conjunction with weather radios this service adds another layer of
protection for the residents of Pearl River County.
Lightening
According the National Climatic Data Center there were five (5) lightening events
between December 29, 1996 and August 8, 2002 severe enough to be reported
to the NCDC. One lightening strike caused $90,000 in property damages and
one (1) person suffered injuries from lightening. The following table indicates the
location and damages:
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Lightening Events
December 29, 1996 to April 30, 2004
Location

Date

Picayune

12/29/96
8/8/02
3/7/98
5/3/98

Poplarville
Carrier*

Deaths
0
0
0
0

Injuries
0
0
0
1

Damages
0
0
$ 90,000
0

* Unincorporated community
Source: NOAA National Climatic Data Center

Pearl River County – One potentially damaging lightening storm has occurred in
unincorporated Carriere Community in central Pearl River County. No damages
are reported, however one person was injured when struck by lightening.
Picayune – Two severe storms containing potentially damaging lightening have
occurred in Picayune; none resulted in recorded damage and no deaths or
injuries were reported.
Poplarville – The National Climatic Data Center reports one potentially damaging
lightening storm in the past ten years. That storm caused $90,000 in damages
but no deaths or injuries were reported.
Conclusion
There is no reliable way to predict when or where property damaging lightening
strikes will occur. It must be assumed that every property in Pearl River County
and its municipalities will experience these events occasionally. The National
Climatic Data Center lists only 4 severe lightening events in Pearl River County
in the past 10 years. Based upon that data, it can be concluded that storms with
severe lightening are likely to occur only every few years.
It should be
remembered, however, that dangerous lightening will accompany any severe
thunderstorm and residents of the County should take steps to protect
themselves and their property any time a severe thunderstorm occurs.
Storms with damaging lightening do not follow a particular pattern and it is not
possible to predict where they will occur and how many structures will be
affected. It should be assumed that any severe thunderstorm event has the
potential to produce damaging lightening. As indicated above, damages from
lightening have been relatively minor. Exercising common sense and taking
steps to avoid lightening strikes can prevent death, injuries and property damage
from lightening.
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Other Natural Phenomena
The National Climatic Data Center and the U. S. Geological Survey and other
agencies were queried for other weather, structural and geologic events. The
search included history of events including drought, dust storms, fog, wildfire,
precipitation, snow and ice, temperature extremes, tsunamis, volcanoes and
landslides and earthquakes.
•

Drought – Absent a major shift in global weather patterns it is doubtful that
severe drought is likely to become a problem in the area. The average
annual rainfall in Pearl River County is 62 inches.

•

Dust Storms – While from time to time airborne dust from other areas of
the country and world are visible in the area, according to the National
Climatic Data Center, over the past 50 years dust storms have not had
any detrimental effect on the area and are not considered to be a problem.

•

Fog – Pearl River County is susceptible to isolated pockets of ground fog
that can from time to time cause hazardous driving conditions, however
according to the National Climatic Data Center the county is not
susceptible to major fog problems.

•

Precipitation – The National Climatic Data Center does not show record of
any damaging precipitation events over the past 50 years. Historically,
precipitation during the January, February, March and May has been
heavier than other months of the year and more likely to cause flooding
problems. Tropical storms in June and September have also caused
unusually heavy rainfall resulting in property damaging flooding.

•

Snow and ice – The NCDC reports no extreme snow and ice events in the
area in the past 50 years. December is the coldest month of the year but
freezing temperatures seldom last longer than 24 hours. Snow and ice
storms seldom occur and are short lived when they do occur.

•

Temperature extremes – There is no record of any temperature extremes
in the area in the past 50 years.

•

Tsunamis – Pearl River County is an inland area and is not susceptible to
tsunamis.

16

•

Volcanoes – There is no known volcanic activity and the geologic makeup
of the region is unlikely to support volcanic activity.

•

Landslides – Mississippi has only one recorded landslide zone located in
west central Mississippi in the vicinity of Natchez and Vicksburg where
high bluffs make up the eastern bank of the Mississippi River. The
geologic composition of the soil on the bluff makes it highly susceptible to
erosion and sloughing that results in landslides. Pearl River County is an
area of rolling hills with flat savannahs in the southern region of the
county. It is unlikely that landslides would ever be considered a major
threat to the community.

•

Earthquakes - There is no record of earthquakes ever occurring in Pearl
River County; however, there is a splinter fault that is part of the Lake
Bourgne Seismic Zone running through the county. Several small
earthquakes have occurred along the coastal counties in the same fault
zone so there is a possibility that one could also occur in Pearl River
County. The U. S. Geological Survey predicts only a 6% probability of
earthquake damage occurring with the next 50 years in the area that
includes the Lake Bourgne Seismic Zone.

•

Hail - The National Climatic Data Center reports 16 hail events in Pearl
River County between January 1994 and May 2003. The NCDC does not
report any deaths, injuries or damage to property or crops due to those
hailstorms. Based upon previous events, it could be concluded that a
storm with hail will probably occur some where in Pearl River County once
or twice a year. Based upon historic data however, it is not expected that
hail is a weather event that is expected to cause widespread damage or
present a hazard to the community.
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Mitigation Strategies and Plans (201.6 (c)(3)(ii)
Staff and Resources
The dedicated employees of Pearl River County and the cities of Picayune and
Poplarville are the community’s most valuable assets. Most have spent years
working in their fields. Public Safety personnel are trained to recognize and deal
with hazardous situations. They are on duty around the clock and public safety
personnel are the first responders in any emergency situation. They are
considered the most important link in the Emergency Management chain of
command and emergency information is channeled through them to city and
county officials and other providers for response and action. The County’s Road
Department and the Cities’ Public Works personnel maintain the public
infrastructure of the community. It is their efforts in maintaining the drainage
facilities that pay off when heavy rainfall occurs.
Picayune -The City of Picayune has a total of 88 fulltime public safety personnel
including 32 firemen and 56 policemen. The Fire Department operates out of
three stations and has a special operations trailer for HAZMAT and rescue
operations. The Police Department operates out of a Criminal Justice Center
housing police and court facilities; equipment includes a mobile communications
center.
Picayune employees a full-time civil engineer and has a public works staff of 54
employees. To mitigate against drainage related flooding, the public works
department has pre-storm and post-storm written storm water policies in effect.
The entire drainage system is inspected at least once annually and more often in
known trouble spots. Approximately 20 miles of the drainage system is cleaned
and reshaped annually and the complete system is reworked periodically.
Cleaning and mowing roadside ditches and vegetation control is untaken
continuously during the growing season. There is also a system in place for
responding to drainage related complaints.
Using Community Development Block Grant Funding, Picayune has successfully
addressed many of the isolated flooding problems of the community by improving
drainage. Fifteen drainage structures located east of Highway 11 and three west
of highway 11 have been improved. According to Public Works and Public Safety
personnel, these improvements have mitigated flooding problems that have
plagued some structures in the area. Locations of these projects are indicated
on the map of Picayune.
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The City has adopted the 2000 International Building Codes and employees a
building inspector to oversee construction in the community. To date, the City
has not considered adopting wind resistant construction standards. The City of
Picayune, Pearl River County and the City of Poplarville are working toward
consolidation of building permits and inspections. Such a move could prove to
be an important mitigation tool by ensuring uniform enforcement of standards for
construction in flood hazard zones, wind construction standards and building
codes throughout the county.
According to the National Flood Insurance Program Repetitive Loss Data,
Picayune has 19 repetitive flood loss properties. In FY 2004, Picayune
participated with Pearl River County to file a FEMA Pre-Disaster Grant
Application to offer buyout assistance to owners of those properties. This project
will be the first undertaken by any jurisdiction in Pearl River County targeting
individual assistance to repetitively flooded properties.
Poplarville – The City of Poplarville has a total of 16 full time and 36 part time
public safety personnel, including 4 full time and 20 part time fire fighters and 10
full time and 16 part time law enforcement officers. One fire station serves the
entire community with two pumper trucks. There is one police station located in
Poplarville and there are 8 vehicles for patrol and other purposes. Because it is
the county seat of government, the County Sheriff’s Department is also located in
Poplarville, so additional law enforcement personnel are on hand should they be
needed. Pearl River Community College is located in Picyaune and has its own
firefighting capacity. The college also employs full time security personnel.
Poplarville has 8 full time public works personnel who inspect the entire drainage
system monthly. Roadside ditches are checked and cleaned on an ongoing
basis and every ditch is mowed as needed during the growing season. When
drainage related complaints are received a work order is prepared and a site visit
scheduled to determine the work needed. If the inspection indicates remedial
action, the work is scheduled and when completed a report is completed.
Because of its hilltop location and absence of any special flood hazard areas,
Poplarville has few drainage related problems.
Poplarville has adopted and enforces the 1997 Standard Building Code and
issues permits for all construction undertaken in the community. A part time
building official oversees permitting and building inspections with an electrical
inspector and a plumbing and HVAC inspector. None of the inspectors are
certified and none are certified floodplain managers. Because there are no
identified flood hazard areas in the community and no areas in the community
that have ever experienced flooding, Poplarville has never entered the National
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). It is anticipated, however, that should
annexation ever be undertaken, it may be necessary to request participation in
the NFIP.
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Activities and Programs
To keep pace with the phenomenal growth experienced in the past decade, Pearl
River County, Poplarville and Picayune have undertaken numerous activities
addressing natural hazards to the community.
Countywide Parcel-Level GIS Mapping System - Pearl River County is
coordinating with the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers Vicksburg District for the
creation of data for a parcel-level GIS mapping system for the whole county. The
project is funded with a Planning Assistance to States (PAS) initiative. The total
cost for data creation in this project is $1.5 million with the Corps of Engineers
contributing $750,000. The data includes geodetic ground control network,
digital raster imagery, tax parcels, and elevation contours on the five-foot contour
interval. The Pearl River County Board of Supervisors has also contributed
$500,000 to the GIS mapping effort.
FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program - Flood Mitigation Planning - The Office
of Planning and Development received this grant in from FEMA/MEMA to
develop software that will streamline the Floodplain Ordinance permitting process
and contributed to program management for GIS implementation. A contract
was issued to Digital Engineering and Imaging, Inc. The program management
has been completed and the consultant has completed the software. BlueCap
Software Solutions, Inc. worked with Department to develop permit software to
incorporate current Floodplain Management Regulations and will also serve the
County when the Board of Supervisors adopts the Building Regulatory program.
The Department is waiting for the Data Processing Department to connect the
computer systems in the Picayune and Poplarville offices in order for the
department to initiate the software for the new permit process and complete the
employee training.

FEMA Cooperating Technical Partnership (CTP) - The Pearl River County Board
of Supervisors was the first Mississippi community to join the FEMA Cooperating
Technical Partnership (CTPS). This program was initiated in 1998 by FEMA to
address the challenge of updating and maintaining flood hazard information in
the most timely and effective way by utilizing innovative GIS technology. The
updated Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) will mitigate flooding by providing
accurate, up to date map information to public officials responsible for permitting
development in Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA). Ultimately, the updated
information will ensure that newly constructed or substantially improved buildings
will be constructed above flood levels for the area.
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Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) - The upland watersheds in Pearl
River County bring fresh water, nutrients and sediments that affect the water
quality of the Mississippi Sound. Due to its close proximity to the Mississippi
Sound and its direct influence upon the water quality of coastal habitats and its
related eco-systems, Pearl River County, including the Cities of Picayune and
Poplarville, has been included as a member of the Coastal Resources
Management Program (CRMP). The CRMP was initially composed of the three
coastal counties of Mississippi, however, recognizing the direct effects to the
eco-system and marine habitats to the three coastal counties, the neighboring
northern counties were recently included in the CRMP program by the
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources.
Pearl River County has experienced unprecedented growth (25.6% since 1990),
and the number of building permits issued since 1990 has increased 300%. The
dramatic changes in land use patterns are resulting in increased clearing and
development of land and loss of storm water absorption areas and contributing to
increased risk of flooding, particularly along the East Hobolochitto Creek. The
watershed of the creek encompasses approximately 24,000 acres including the
southwest portion of the City of Poplarville. The aforementioned changes in land
use patterns to urban are projected to increase within the watershed.
To mitigate the affects of increased development, the County has proposed
construction of a reservoir for drinking water and watershed retention facility for
the East Hobolochitto Creek watershed that will impound an area of
approximately 950 acres. The reservoir facility will serve three purposes, (1)
provide a source of potable drinking water for the diminishing ground water, (2)
controlling the volume and discharge rate of runoff from the watershed area, and
(3) reducing the magnitude of pollutants in the discharge water through physical
containment or flow restrictions. Controlling the volume and rate of runoff is
expected to reduce flooding all along the East Hobolochitto Creek, especially in
and around the City of Picayune.
Several state and federal agencies are involved in the project, including the
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Coastal Resources Management Program, Pearl River Basin
Development Commission, Pearl River County Board of Supervisors and the
Mayors and Boards of Aldermen of the cities of Picayune and Poplarville.
At present, a feasibility study and initial planning for the project are funded and
underway. Funding includes $500,000 for non-infrastructure tasks and $150,000
for infrastructure related tasks. The amount of funding and activities to be
undertaken in project years two and three will be determined by the feasibility
study.
Corps of Engineers Flood Control Act of 1948 – Section 205 - In December 2003
the Board of Supervisors received notice from the U. S. Army Corps of
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Engineers, Vicksburg District that the County has received approval of a
drainage study for Westchester Subdivision and the Hobolochitto watershed
North and East of the City of Picayune. The study will be performed by the
Vicksburg Corps under the authority of Section 205 of the Flood Control Act of
1948, as amended. The study is 100% federally funded to a limit of $100,000. If
the study indicates a viable solution to relieve the flooding, Pearl River County
would incur 35% of the total project construction cost.

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
Alligator Branch (1051-007) – Flooding along Alligator Branch has long been a
problem in the Nicholson Community immediately south of Picayune. In 2000
the Pearl River County Board of Supervisors received approval through the
FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program to conduct a study of the drainage
conditions associated with a portion of the Alligator Branch drainage basin South
of the Picayune city limits extending south to Interstate Highway 59. The study
analyzes the existing drainage conditions and develops and analyses feasible
drainage improvements within the area.
Based upon the study, an HMGP proposal to improve drainage conditions in the
Alligator Branch area was prepared and submitted. The proposal includes
acquisition of rights of way and acquisition of some habitable structures within
the drainage way.
A conservation easement was purchased at Willow Bend Mobile Home Park,
which encompasses the dammed section of Alligator Branch. The manager’s
residence and the associated shops and storage buildings located on the dam
were acquired in 2003. . A contract was let for the demolition and removal of the
structures. The Road Department completed the removal of the entire dam
returning the site to its previous natural grade greatly improving flow of Alligator
Branch
Shady Acres Mobile Home Park was purchased. All 16 tenants and 5 mobile
homes at Shady Acres were relocated, and the remaining 11 mobile homes,
which were not fit for relocation, were purchased by the County in 2003. Bids
were requested and a contract was awarded for demolition of mobile
homes/structures and site cleanup at Shady Acres. The demolition and cleanup
was completed and the grant was closed out with MEMA.
Alligator Branch (1433-002) – Additional funds were received from MEMA/FEMA
to finalize purchase of the 5.44-acre Shady Acres Mobile Home Park and to
partially pay for demolition and site cleanup. The purchase of the mobile home
park was completed and a conservation easement was placed on the property
for perpetual open space. The grant was also closed out with MEMA
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FEMA Pre-Disaster Program - In 2002, funding for the Pre-Disaster Mitigation
Program was authorized. The PDMP provides funding to communities who
recognize a potential problem in its planning process prior to the occurrence of a
natural disaster. The first applications authorized under the Pre-Disaster
Mitigation Program were received in late 2003. Pearl River County and the City
of Picayune submitted a joint application in this first round of Pre-Disaster funding
in December 2003. The activity targeted in the proposal involves offering buyout
assistance to all of the owners of repetitive loss properties in the county,
including those located in the boundaries of the City of Picayune.
The Office of Planning and Development received a joint City of Picayune and
Board of Supervisors grant application (FMA-DJ 04MS-2003-001) for the
acquisition of one residential repetitive flood loss property at 828 Idewild Dr.
Picayune. The property owners will provide most of the 25% non-Federal match
with the City contributing the asbestos inspection and demolition of the
residence. Acquisition of the property by the City of Picayune should be in the
first quarter of 2005.
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources/Coastal Resource Management
Program Grant- Pearl River County, in Partnership with the Mississippi
Department of Marine Resources/Coastal Resource Management Plan, has
contracted with Greener Prospects of Narragansett, Rhode Island to develop a
template for developers and community officials for combining conservation
practices and development in South Mississippi. Randall Arendt, Principle of
Greener Prospects, is an internationally renowned expert in conservation
planning, skilled in incorporating conservation practices into local ordinances and
in designing “green” developments, in order to preserve a community’s sense of
place, rural character, and environmental resources.
His approach to
development is described as “twice green” because it succeeds both
environmentally and economically. This grant has three initiatives: Review
existing county Subdivision; Work with a subdivision developer on a conservation
subdivision design and: develop a brochure on conservation subdivision
development.
Mr. Arendt has prepared a constructive critique of Pearl River County’s existing
and draft subdivision regulations and made suggestions for developing a
comprehensive County-wide development plan.
This review focused on
increasing the quality, quantity, and configuration of open space within new
residential developments, and provided guidance towards a long-range goal of
protecting interconnected networks of conservation lands throughout the County.
These enhanced regulations will be made available to other interested
communities as a guide for incorporating conservation practices into their
ordinances.
Mr. Arendt has worked with E.C. “Sonny” Stuart on a master plan for his 1200acre Wildwood Subdivision development in the Carriere. Mr. Arendt’s approach
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incorporated an interconnected system of green/public space that includes trails
and parks, and preserves sensitive environmental resources, while maintaining
overall density.
The final phase of this grant is the production of a multi-page color brochure
summarizing the principles of green development and the inherent economic,
social, and environmental benefits. The brochure will be written for developers
and will be placed in the inside jacket of all copies of the Pearl River County’s
subdivision regulations, as well as made available to the general public. A
contract has been awarded to Swift Impressions to assist the planning staff in of
the brochure. The CRMP will promote and distribute this brochure in other
communities throughout Mississippi
.
Building Code Implementation Plan – The Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation
committed funding, along with contributions from the Pearl River County Board of
Supervisors and the Cities of Picayune and Poplarville, for preparation of a
comprehensive and coordinated step-by-step guide to implementing County-wide
building and fire codes in which to safeguard lives and minimize damage to real
property. A contract was awarded to Carriggee Consulting to work with the
Department to implement the International Building Codes. Presentation of the
guide will be presented to the Board of Supervisors and the two Cities in the first
quarter of 2005.
GRANT APPLICATIONS PENDING:
Mobile Corps of Engineers 592 Grant Program for Rural Utility Consolidation –
The Office of Planning and Development prepared a grant application for
$804,000 to the Corps’ 592 Grant Program to design a master plan to facilitate
the implementation of a County-wide utility district. The proposed design will
define service areas for collection and treatment of wastewater, identify potable
water treatment and distribution locations, and ensure adequate fire protection
based on needs analyses. The Project Cooperative Agreement has been
completed between the County and the Mobile Corps and was forwarded
January 13,2005, to their Washington DC offices for final review. We anticipate
that approval should be received within 60-90 days.
Mobile Corps of Engineers 592 Grant Program for a Comprehensive Drainage
and Stormwater Management Program - This grant application was an
approximately $780,000 request, submitted to the Mobile Corps’ 592 Grant
program in October 2003.
The mission of the Pearl River County
Comprehensive Drainage and Stormwater Management Plan will be to develop,
implement, operate, and adequately and equitably fund the acquisition,
construction, operation, maintenance, and regulation of stormwater drainage
systems. The Pearl River County Stormwater Management Comprehensive Plan
will integrate Stormwater Management, Floodplain Management, additional
ongoing planning and permitting activities, and geo-spatial technologies being
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utilized by Pearl River County. In addition to the mandated Federal requirements
of the EPA, the plan will provide guidance to developers, contractors, and the
general public based upon the principals of effective countywide stormwater
management.

Planning Documents
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors updated their Subdivision Regulations
and Floodplain Management Ordinance in 1998 after creating a Department of
Planning and Development late in 1997 to guide the future growth that was
occurring in the County. The Board of Supervisors again updated the Floodplain
Management Ordinance in December 2003 and is in the process of again
updating the Subdivision Regulations to further enhance the growth patterns.
In 2001 the County citizens and elected officials completed a Strategic Plan and
Leadership Initiative to set priorities for the future growth. The plan defines
issues facing the County and determines solutions for Civic Infrastructure,
Heritage Preservation, Jobs, People, Physical Infrastructure, and Social
Infrastructure.
In 2003, the City Of Picayune began a Comprehensive Land Use Plan. The plan
will detail the current and projected land uses, based upon current and
anticipated growth patterns in the City. The Zoning and Subdivision Regulations
will also be updated.
With a growth rate of more than 25% between the 1990 and 2000 Census, Pearl
River County and the Cities are rapidly growing communities. That transitioning
from a predominantly rural county to a more urban county requires proper
planning to avoid problems for future generations.
According to county officials, recent growth is disbursed throughout the county,
with the greatest concentration of new development taking place along and
between U. S. Highway 11 and Interstate Highway 59, between Poplarville and
Picayune. This area of the County is made up predominantly of upland pine
forest that is particularly suitable for development. The nearby major highways
make for easy access to residents commuting to and from Poplarville and
Picayune and into Louisiana to the Slidell and New Orleans area.
The western part of the county remains predominantly cropland, pasture and
grassland interspersed with forest and some population concentrations in small,
rural, communities with scattered residential development throughout the area.
The floodway of the Pearl River and its tributaries make up a wide swath of
bottomland and hardwood forest along the western boundary of the county.
These areas are prone to seasonable flooding and are sparsely populated with
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most dwellings held as camps for occasional use. North of Poplarville to the
county line and the eastern portion of the county remain predominately rural with
a mixture of cropland, pasture, grasslands and upland forests. As with the
western portion of the county, concentrations of population are largely confined
to small rural communities with scattered residential development throughout the
area.
The first Pearl River County Hazard Mitigation Plan was developed and adopted
in 2001. The 2001 Hazard Mitigation Plan and 2004 Update of the Plan, the MS
DMR Coastal Impact Assistance Plan, Pearl River County Strategic Plan, Pearl
River County Subdivision Regulations, Floodplain Management Ordinance,
Building Code Implementation Plan and the City of Picayune Comprehensive
Land Use Plan will provide Pearl River County, Poplarville and Picayune with
living, interlocking documents that are of considerable value in growth
management development. The link between the Hazard Mitigation Plan and
Coastal Impact Assistance Plan is clear and real.
The Coastal Impact Assistance Plan (CIAP) will initiate efforts to effectively
manage and reduce cumulative and secondary impacts on the water resources,
wetlands and floodplain areas of the County. While the primary goal of the CIAP
is to mitigate the effects of storm water runoff into the Mississippi Sound, the
methods for mitigation of storm water impacts also mitigate flood threats and
hazards by slowing the discharge of storm water into the drainage system and
mitigate the threat of flooding for property owners along drainage ways.
Many of the recommended methods for mitigation of storm water discharge are
also recognized as important flood mitigation methods by the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) Community Rating System (CRS). Open space
preservation, creation of riparian easements, creation of detention/retention
ponds, ordinances mandating zero increased storm water runoff as result of
development, and how well communities maintain their drainage system all
receive considerable credit by the CRS Program.
The Comprehensive Land Use Plan compliments the CIAP and Hazard
Mitigation Plan through identification and recognition of environmentally sensitive
areas such as floodways, marshes and wetlands. It is the mechanism for
initiation of adoption of ordinances controlling development in recognized
environmentally sensitive areas such as zoning, subdivision, and other
ordinances. While each document stands alone and addresses a specific area,
the link between the documents is a clear and unmistakable. As the County
continues to develop additional planning documents the links become closer and
tighter.
Emergency Management Activities
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In addition to Emergency Management activities detailed in the original Hazard
Mitigation Plan, the Emergency Management Director has initiated an annual,
pre-hurricane meeting involving all city and county agencies and department
heads, elected officials, the National Weather Service (NWS), FEMA and MEMA
in May or each year prior to the upcoming hurricane season. Interested members
of the public are also invited to attend the meeting. Information concerning
hurricanes and their affects on the community is disseminated to all attendees.
The Emergency Management Director has also initiated an annual hurricane
awareness campaign in the community that includes all segments of the
community. The public is also welcome to attend meetings that include public
leaders in the community, business owners, school personnel, state emergency
management personnel, public officials and others. Information is disseminated
concerning hurricane awareness, warning, evacuation, sheltering, and hurricane
safety and recovery.
Emergency Notification
Through the E 911 System Pearl River County the County will have in place
shortly, a system to issue warnings to residents of vulnerable areas when an
emergency situation arises. Using the “reverse 911” method, telephone calls can
be automatically placed to residents and workers in areas threatened by flooding
or other natural disasters, warning them of imminent danger of flooding or other
life or property threatening problems.
Additionally, when severe weather threatens Pearl River County, the Emergency
Management Director can now request that local information be broadcast on the
Weather Channel on cable television. Upon request, a crawler will be placed on
local broadcasts indicating the locations and type of threat to the community.
This is of particular importance because with no television station and only a few
radio stations located in the county, weather information specific to local
conditions can be difficult to obtain when needed most. With wide spread
television cable access, most residents of the county can now access the
Weather Channel. Additionally, weather radios have been installed in all schools
and public buildings throughout the County and residents are encouraged to
purchase weather radios for personal use.
Due to the high incidence of tornados in Pearl River County, it is imperative that
buildings and complexes with high occupancy be equipped to receive warnings
when these severe storms threaten. All of the schools in the County have been
equipped with weather radios and can receive warnings as they are issued.
Because of the high occupancy at Pearl River Community College, a siren has
been installed that can be sounded when severe weather threatens, alerting
those on campus or nearby of eminent danger. The siren can also be heard in
areas surrounding the college.
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Goals and Activities (201.6 (c)(iv)
According to the reviewer’s comments, the action plan does not fully comply with
201.6(c)(iv) because the plan does not discuss how actions will be prioritized,
funded, administered or what other resources that can be used to implement
them. Also the plan does not discuss the cost effectiveness, environmental
soundness and technical feasibility of the actions.
The Pearl River County Hazard Mitigation Committee includes County staff and
staff of the Cities of Poplarville and Picayune and various other interested
members of the community.
The committee identified hazards to their
communities based upon research into the types of natural, technological, civil
and other hazards that the community may be at risk from. The committee
determined the relative priorities for the hazards to the community. To determine
priority, the committee used a method developed for the New Hanover, North
Carolina Hazard Mitigation Plan. The committee weighed the relative importance
of the hazard based upon the following criteria:
(a) the frequency of the hazard
(b) the potential area that would be impacted by the hazard; and
(c) the potential magnitude of the damage
The committee rated each of these criteria on a scale between one and five.
Next the committee added the frequency of the hazard to the area impacted by
the hazard and multiplied this number by the potential magnitude of the event.
The resulting number provided a quantifiable priority listing.
Mitigation actions were also prioritized based upon the following:
(a) availability of funding
(b) responsibility for administration
(c) resources that can be used for implementation; and
(d) length of time before activity can be implemented.
Through this method, primary primarily responsible for and supporting the activity
were identified, funding sources were identified, a realistic deadline for
completion of the activity was determined and the activity was rated as high
priority, medium priority or low priority.
The 2001 Hazard Mitigation Plan established 8 distinct goals falling into 5
specific action areas. The 5 action areas are as follows:
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1. To enhance planning capabilities within the county including developing
and sharing data information across jurisdictions;
2. To adopt new tools and policies, both regulatory and non-regulatory to
create a more hazard resistant community;
3. To establish Interagency and Intergovernmental cooperation and
relationships to address existing hazardous situations and to avoid future
problems that may cross jurisdictional boundaries;
4. To establish a Hazardous Materials Team and Standard Operating
Procedures to address hazardous spills within the County; and
5. To provide educational outreach so people can adopt practices that will
help protect themselves and their property.
The eight goals defined in the 2001 Hazard Mitigation Plan are as follows:
1. Develop and implement a countywide comprehensive plan to identify
growth, infrastructure, land use and impact on drainage.
2. Establish an accessible, comprehensive and countywide data network.
3. Establish policies and procedures to become pro-active instead of reactive
in the County’s response to natural disasters.
4. Minimize damage to structures through the adoption of building and fire
codes and the enforcement of codes.
5. Establish interagency cooperation and partnerships between the local
governments, between local governments and federal agencies, between
local government and state agencies, and between local governments and
quasi-public and private sectors to reduce damage and recover quickly
from natural disasters.
6. Establish issue-driven, countywide governmental interaction through
networking, shared resources, and avoidance of the duplication of
services by cooperative agreement.
7. Establish a Hazard Materials Team and Standard Operating Procedures
for addressing hazardous materials situations.
8. Provide education and outreach to the general public regarding
preparedness and hazard mitigation activities.
The following reproduces the goals and actions contained in the 2001 plan and
the aforementioned are addressed in each activity. Several additional activities
resulting from this plan update are included. Each activity has been prioritized
and funding sources are indicated. Where appropriate, environmental issues are
addressed. Additionally, as appropriate deadlines have been changed to reflect
more realistic expectations. Several important new activities have been added
as result of the planning process and many others were amended to include the
Cites of Picayune and Poplarville. The changes reflect new programs and ideas
that have come about since the plan was adopted in 2001. New activities include
flood control; wind retrofitting, storm water management planning and retention
and repetitive flood loss properties not insured by the NFIP.
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Action Area 1. To enhance planning capabilities within the County
including development and sharing data information across jurisdictions.
Goal 1. Develop and implement a Countywide Comprehensive Plan to
identify growth, infrastructure, land use and impact on drainage.
The aim of this effort is to establish a countywide, cross-jurisdictional plan that
will assist the County and the Cities to make the best decisions possible
regarding development and growth patterns in Pearl River County. The
preliminary objectives of this effort is to establish a comprehensive data network
to assist the planning and public works departments in making decisions related
to new developments, to establish comprehensive protocols for modeling to
make sound cost-effective decisions; and to develop an array of tools that can
protect existing and proposed developments from erosion and flooding.
1.a. Develop and adopt a Comprehensive Plan for Pearl River County.
It is recommended that a Comprehensive Plan for Pearl River County be
developed. The proposed plan should be a unified effort of the three local
political subdivisions; the Pearl River County Board of Supervisors, the Mayor
and City Council of the City of Picayune and the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of
the City of Poplarville.
Components of the Comprehensive Plan should include a study of existing land
use, proposed growth corridors, projected growth measured in terms of projected
population growth and projected land consumption. The plan should also
determine existing drainage patterns. Drainage information should include base
flood elevations throughout the county, define natural drainage basins and
natural drainage systems, as well as man-made drainage configurations, and the
capacity of these man-made systems. The plan should also develop a capital
improvement program that can be adopted by the local governments that will
incorporate major capital projects that will influence growth patterns, that will
provide services to the public and that will define improvements to the County’s
drainage systems.
The Mississippi State Code requires that a Comprehensive Plan include the
following components:
i)
Goals and objectives for long range development of the
county. Goals should look 20 to 25 years into the future and
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ii)

iii)

iv)

should address residential, commercial and industrial
development, parks, open space and recreation, street and
road improvements, and public school and community
facilities.
Land use plan is required to identify the extent of land uses
and the distribution of residential, commercial, industrial,
recreational, public and quasi-public land uses, density and
intensity of land uses, and projections of future land uses
based upon quantitative recommendations.
A transportation plan should be represented as a map and
detail the functional classifications of existing and proposed
roadways, defines other types of transportation that are
available within the community. The Transportation plan
serves as one element of the capital improvements program.
A community facilities plan should address housing, schools,
parks and recreation, public buildings, utilities and drainage.
The community facilities plan serves as a second element of
the capital improvements plan.

The Mississippi Code provides the basic requirements of a Comprehensive Plan.
The county should consider expanding the scope of their effort to also include a
detailed storm water management plan and a capital improvement program, or
insure that these two elements can be incorporated into the Comprehensive
Plan, if these two elements are completed under a separate action by the Board
of Supervisors.
Responsible entities:

Supporting entities:

Funding source:

Deadline:
Priority:

Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
City of Picayune Mayor and City Council/ Planning
Department
City of Poplarville Mayor and Board of Aldermen/
Planning Commission
General funds of Pearl River County and Cities of
Picayune and Poplarville: Coastal Impact Assistance
Program (CIAP)
2005
High

1.b. Develop a drainage and storm water management plan.
The Pearl River County Board of Supervisors has secured funding through
grants from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Federal Emergency Management
Agency and other entities. These grant funds will be used to develop a
Geographic Information System (GIS) for Pearl River County. Funds from FEMA
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will be used to determine actual base flood elevations within the 100-year flood
plain throughout the county and also to improve information and produce new
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) within the County.
The development of maps with updated and correct base flood elevations will
greatly assist the county in their efforts to plan to avoid hazards. The information
is also important to community members because it will determine whether or not
property owners may be required to purchase flood insurance. Ultimately, the
knowledge of base flood elevations will allow people to make better development
decisions in locating structures on land areas, and can help the county direct
growth aware from high hazard flood areas.
The City of Picayune will be required to adopt a storm water management plan
by the year 2003, as part of the NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System) Phase II Permit Program. That study will require the information
previously discussed, and should also document natural and man-made drainage
systems within the county, and define problematic areas and areas that are
currently flooding and areas that have the potential to flood. The study should
also provide a comprehensive overview of probable solutions to these drainage
issues. This funding can assist the City of Picayune to achieve this federal
requirement.
Responsible Entities:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
City of Picayune
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Supporting Entities:
County Engineer
FEMA, MEMA, U.S. Corp of Engineers
Pearl River County Mapping Department; Department
of Marine Resources
Funding sources:
Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP); Corps of
Engineers Flood Control Act of 1948 – Section 205
Deadline:
2004 and ongoing
Priority:
High

1.c. Develop a Capital Improvement Program that includes drainage.
It is recommended that the Pearl River County Board of Supervisors and the
Cities of Picayune and Poplarville develop a Capital Improvement Program for
capital projects within the County. A Capital Improvement Plan is a five-year
plan that details the purchase, financing, and implementation of major capital
purchases and infrastructure improvements. The Plan should be adopted by the
Board of Supervisors, Aldermen and Council of Poplarville and Picayune and
become the capital budget that guides purchases and projects over a five-year
period.
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It is suggested that a list of major drainage improvement projects be funded
through this Capital Improvement Program. In particular are areas in Nicholson
associated with the Alligator Branch, along Hobolochitto Creek and its tributaries
and other identified problem areas throughout the County.
Mississippi State Law requires that a Comprehensive Plan include a facilities
plan and a transportation plan. These two elements, the Code suggests, should
be the basis for a Capital Improvement Program. It is suggested that a Capital
Improvement Program for that time frame prior to the completion of the
Comprehensive Plan.
Responsible Entity:
Supporting Entities:

Funding Source:
Deadline:
Priority:

Pearl River County Board of Supervisors; Board of
Aldermen of Poplarville and Picayune City Council
Pearl River County Administrator
Pearl River County Engineer
Pearl River County Road Department
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
General Funds
2001-2004
High

1.d. Continue and expand stream protection and preservation programs to
secure easements to protect riparian areas.
The Wolf River begins in Pearl River County and in 1998 was designated as
Mississippi’s first Scenic River. Mississippi’s Scenic River Program was
established to promote the protection of unique waterways within the State. The
waterway must be nominated for designation, and the State requests the
adoption of a series of non-regulatory best management practices by property
owners adjacent to the designated river. The State provides workshops and
technical assistance to property owners to determine the best methods to
establish vegetative buffers within the riparian area of the floodplain.
Streamside buffers and protection programs serve many functions. The buffers
provide recreational opportunities for people to walk alongside and enjoy the
waterway. The buffers also provide flood storage, by avoiding locating structures
immediately adjacent to the waterways. Finally, streamside buffers serve to filter
pollutants and runoff from upland sources, by promoting infiltration of runoff.
Buffers can provide economic benefits to the landowner and to the community.
Studies indicate that well designed buffers can increase property values
significantly. Homes located adjacent to buffers in Boulder, Colorado increased
property values by 32% (Correll et al, 1978). This increase in property values
contributed $500,000 in additional tax revenues per year (Fausold and Lilieholm,
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1996). A study in California indicated that homes located adjacent to restored
streams had property values that were 3% to 13% higher than properties located
next to unrestored streams (Streiner and Loomis, 1996). The difference was
determined to be due to enhanced habitat and vegetation adjacent to the stream
banks. Besides enhancing the value of adjacent properties, the use of buffers
also accrues cost savings to the local government. A Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources study indicated a cost savings of $300 per acre-foot
associated with a minimized need to develop floodwater storage.
It is recommended that these programs be encouraged and expanded within the
County. The non-regulatory nature of the state program requires education and
outreach. It is suggested that the Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
partner with the Mississippi Department of Wildlife and Parks and the Wolf River
Conservation Society to develop a brochure on the program and its benefits to
property owners, develop a series of newspaper articles that can be published in
the local newspaper about the importance of buffers, and finally that interactive
workshops be promoted within Pearl River County to allow residents to
understand the importance of maintaining buffers and the enjoyment that a
property owner can realize.
It is also suggested that the Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development identify people that may be interested in working together to
enhance other waterways in Pearl River County, such as the Hobolichitto Creek
or segments of the Pearl River. Technical assistance can be secured through
the Mississippi Department of Wildlife and Parks to establish non-profit
conservation organizations, or through the Mississippi Department of
Environmental Quality for the more informal Adopt-a-Stream Program.
Expand Stream bank protection on the Wolf River
Responsible Entities:
Supporting Entities:

Funding Source:
Deadline:
Priority:

Mississippi Department of Wildlife and Parks
Wolf River Conservation Society
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Land donations; Nature Conservancy; Land Trust
2002 and on-going
Medium

1.e. Participate in the Coastal Resources Management Program and develop a
feasibility study for storm water management and a retention facility for storm
water.
The upland watersheds in Pearl River County bring fresh water, nutrients and
sediments that affect the water quality of the Mississippi Sound. Due to its close
proximity to the Mississippi Sound and its direct influence upon the water quality
of coastal habitats and its related eco-systems, Pearl River County, including the
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Cities of Poplarville and Picayune, has been included as a member of the
Coastal Resources Management Program (CRMP). The CRMP was initially
composed of the three coastal counties of Mississippi, however, recognizing the
direct effects to the eco-system and marine habitats to the three coastal counties
the neighboring northern counties were recently included in the CRMP program b
the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources.
Pearl River County has experienced unprecedented growth (25.6% since 1990),
and the number of building permits issued since 1990 has increased 300%. The
dramatic shift in land use patterns are resulting in increased clearing and
development of land and loss of storm water absorption areas and contributing to
the risk of flooding, particularly along East Hobolochitto Creek. The watershed of
the creek encompasses approximately 24,000 acres including the southwest
portion of the City of Poplarville. The aforementioned changes in land use
patterns from rural to urban are projected to increase within the watershed.
To mitigate the affects of increased development, the County has proposed
construction of a watershed retention facility for the East Hobolochitto Creek
watershed that would impound 950 acres. The watershed retention facility will
serve dual purposes, (1) to control the volume and discharge rate of runoff from
the watershed area, and (2) reducing the magnitude of pollutants in the
discharge water through physical containment or flow restrictions. Controlling the
volume and rate of runoff would greatly reduce flooding along the East
Hobolochitto Creek, especially in and around the City of Picayune.
Several state and federal agencies are involved in the project, including the
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Coastal Resources Management Program, Pearl River County Board
of Supervisors, Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Poplarville, and the
Mayor and City Council of the City of Picayune.
A feasibility study and initial planning for the project is underway. Project year
one includes funding in the amount of $500,000 for non-infrastructure tasks and
$150,000 for infrastructure tasks. The feasibility study will determine whether or
not the project continues to receive funding for project years two and three.
Year 1 – Feasibility and initial planning will include the following noninfrastructure components:
• Develop Environmental Impact Statement;
• Development Countywide stormwater management plan;
• Begin permitting procedures and coordinate with federal/state entities;
• Create project baseline;
• Accept public input and hold public meetings;
• Develop community education and outreach program;
• Develop economic analysis and determine cost/benefits
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Year 1 infrastructure activity will include the following components:
• Create stormwater retention facility initial conceptual design and costing
• Land acquisition, rights of way
Responsible Entity:

Supporting Entities:

Funding Source:
Deadline:
Priority:

Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Board of Aldermen of City of Poplarville
City Council of City of Picayune
Pearl River County Extension Service
Environmental Protection Agency
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
U. S. Department of Commerce
Pearl River County Development Commission
Mississippi State University Extension Service
USDA, National Resources Conservation Service
Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP)
2005
High

Encourage stream bank protection on other rivers and streams in Pearl River
County
Responsible Entities:

Supporting Entity:
Funding Source:
Deadline:
Priority:

Mississippi Department of Wildlife and Parks
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
Local general funds;
2003 and ongoing
Medium

1.f. Establish programs to preserve green spaces.
Green spaces and open space can serve several functions. They can preserve
special habitats, reduce flooding by protecting floodplains and reducing the
amount of impervious coverage within a watershed, establish wildlife corridors,
treat and filter storm water runoff and provide recreational areas for residents.
The county can achieve this activity in several ways. (1) The county can
encourage new subdivisions and commercial developments built within the
county to include open space development as part of their development. (2) The
county and non-profit partners can also encourage private landowners to
consider maintaining their lands as open spaces and green spaces through
conservation easements and other incentives programs offered by the county or
non-profit organizations.
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The preservation of green spaces and open lands can create significant
economic benefits. According to the President’s Commission on Americans
Outdoors, eighty percent of Americans live in metropolitan areas and need to find
convenient outdoor recreation lands in and near urban areas. Pearl River
County is positioned within a one-hour drive from the New Orleans, LA
metropolitan area, the Hattiesburg metropolitan area and the Mississippi Gulf
Coast.
Besides recreational uses and tourist potential, the use of green and open
spaces can also reduce the amount of drainage infrastructure and the cost of the
infrastructure required for new subdivisions and the community, and green and
open spaces can contribute to groundwater recharge through infiltration.
Finally, green and open spaces can contribute to the value of adjacent land uses.
Resource Analytics (1994) studied two areas in North Carolina adjacent to
natural areas. Homes adjacent to the Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge had a
20% higher value than homes located further from the refuge. In Colorado,
Correl et al (1978) determined that homes located next to greenbelt buffers had a
value estimated at 32% higher than a similar home not located adjacent to a
buffer.
The County can encourage and ensure that open spaces and buffers are
incorporated into subdivisions through modifications to the subdivision
regulations. Neo-traditional planning or conservation design methods create
open space, create buffers and minimize impervious coverage within
subdivisions by clustering homes together on a portion of the land area, leaving a
large portion of the land area undeveloped or in open space. This type of
development can create significant cost savings to the developers. The National
Association of Home Builders indicated that cluster development can reduce the
capital costs of subdivision development by as much as 33%, mostly due to
reducing the length of the roadways, reducing site clearing and grading, reducing
the drainage system, and reducing water and sewer lines within the subdivision
(1986). The Center for Watershed Protection estimates that storm water runoff in
cluster developments can be reduced by twenty percent to sixty percent (1998).
Studies indicated that the value of homes in clustered subdivisions could
increase faster than homes in conventional subdivisions. A study completed in
Massachusetts indicated that homes in cluster subdivisions appreciated 12%
faster than homes in conventional subdivisions over a twenty-year period (Lacey
and Arendt, 1990).
Cluster and open space subdivisions can be encouraged by allowing
conservation of the site “by-right”. Clustered or “conservation” developments
should not be subject to additional time restraints from review by county staff
than conventional subdivisions.

37

The county and non-profit organizations can encourage the conservation of land
providing outreach and education on available programs. The county can
encourage this effort by providing locations within the Offices of the County Tax
Assessor and Collector and the Planning Department for the placement of
brochures from the Coastal Land Trust and the Nature Conservancy on their
conservation programs.
Responsible Entity:

Supporting Entities:
Funding Source:
Deadline:
Priority:

Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development; Planning Departments of Picayune and
Poplarville
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors; Aldermen
and Council of Poplarville and Picayune
Coastal Land Trust; Nature Conservancy
2002 and ongoing
Medium

1.g. Establish a policy of extra-territorial review of subdivisions adjacent to
jurisdictional boundaries to insure a comprehensive review of cumulative impacts
within the watershed.
It is recommended that a memorandum of understanding be adopted and a
policy defined to establish extra-territorial review of proposed development
projects during the site plan review process of both the Cities and the County for
developments that lie either adjacent to the jurisdictional boundaries or within a
drainage sub-basin.
This could insure a comprehensive review of the
development, and also define possible cumulative impacts from the proposed
developments that may cause flooding within the watershed.
Responsible Entities:

Supporting Entities:

Funding Source:
Deadline:
Priority:

Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
City of Picayune Mayor and City Council
City of Poplarville Mayor and Board of Aldermen
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Picayune Planning Department
Poplaville Public Works Department
General Funds
2002 and ongoing
High
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Goal 2. Establish an accessible, comprehensive, countywide Geographic
Information System (GIS).
An accessible and comprehensive county and cities data network will greatly
assist efforts to coordinate development within the county and to make decisions
about new development and the development of new infrastructure within Pearl
River County. Shared data will allow local governments and local developers,
banks and insurance business to make more informed decisions, and it will assist
businesses and residents seeking to determine their risk of being effected by
natural disasters. And since data information is expensive to gather and
maintain it will also prove to be cost effective to the three local governments to
share in the development of the system.
Pearl River County seeks to create a Geographic Information System (GIS) that
is comprehensive in land use information that can be retrieved and studied. The
County also seeks to make this data accessible to all county departments, all city
departments and to residents and businesses operating in Pearl River County.
The greater the accessibility, the more likely the data will be used in decision
making.
The ultimate goal of providing good data is to enhance the amount of information
that is available to county and city staff and to residents, developers and
business managers within the area so that they can plan for new development,
plan for expansions and understand the risks involved in developing at specific
locations.
2.a. Update information that is available from the flood insurance maps.
Pearl River County is a Cooperative Technical Partner (TCP) with the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, tasked to update floodplain information within
Pearl River County, including mapping base flood elevations. This information is
extremely important to residents and property owners within Pearl River County.
The information gained for this effort will provide up-to-date and accurate maps
of Pearl River County detailing special flood zones, floodplains and base flood
elevations. This increased accuracy can help people make the best possible
decisions about building, help the County protect floodplains, help the county
understand the impacts of new developments within the floodplain, and finally
identify accurate flood zones for insurance purposes.
Responsible Entity:

Supporting Entities:

Pearl River County Board of Supervisors; Picayune
City Council
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development; Picayune City Council
Pearl River County Mapping Office
Pearl River County Tax Office
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Funding Source:

Deadline:
Priority:

General Funds; U. S. Army Corps of Engineers; U. S.
Department of Commerce Technology Opportunities
Program (TOPS) Federal Emergency Management
Agency
2005
High

2.b. Establish a comprehensive drainage model.
The development of a comprehensive base map with layers of geographic
information that details watershed, elevations, land uses and impervious
coverage will provide the local governments with information that they need, to
make decisions regarding the impact of new developments on drainage basins
and the impact of impervious coverage, grading and clearing will have on raising
the base flood elevation. This information can be obtained and modeled using
geographic data and can be used to assess the amount of impervious coverage
that can occur within a sub basin before base flood elevations will create hazards
for existing structures.
It is recommended that the county-wide Geographic Information System develop
and provide access to information on (1) watershed boundaries and drainage
basins, (2) base flood elevations, (3) flood zones, (4) elevations, (5) land uses,
(6) location of structures, (7) impervious coverage, (8) existing drainage
structures and their capacity, and (8) permit information on clearing and grading
should be layers of information available for review.
From these data sources, models can be developed that can determine the base
flood elevation rise with additional clearing grading, fill and impervious coverage.
Responsible Entities:

Supporting Entities:

Funding Source:

Deadline:
Priority:

Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
City of Picayune Engineering Department
City of Poplarville Public Works
Pearl River County Tax Office
Pearl River County Engineer
City of Picayune Planning Department
Pearl River County Mapping Office
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers Planning Assistance
to States Initiative (PAS); U. S. Department of
Commerce Technology Opportunities Program
(TOPS)
2005
High

2.c. Provide easily accessible tax map information to the municipalities in the
County, insurance agencies, Realtors, banking interests, and individuals.
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Geographic information representing property descriptions, elevation, location
within a flood zone, land uses and ownership should be made accessible by
placing this information on either a local network platform or placed on the
internet for access by the local governments, banking, real estate and insurance
interests working within the county and to individuals. This information is critical
to research that local governments must make daily in granting and conditioning
permits for development, but often the information that they need is not easily
accessible. The information will assure that better decisions are made quickly.
This information is also important to business interests and individuals that can
review this information to weigh the risk of development of property, the types of
permits that will be required to develop a parcel of property, or the location of the
property in relation to needed infrastructure.
Responsible Entities:
Supporting Entities:

Funding Source:

Deadline:
Priority:

Pearl River County Mapping Office
Pearl River County Tax Office
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
City of Picayune Planning Office and Engineering
Office
City of Poplarville Public Works
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers PAS program; U. S.
Department of Commerce TOPS program; General
Funds
2005
High

2.d. Provide updated information to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for
decision-making.
Pearl River County is participating with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
through a grant program entitled Planning Assistance to States (PAS). Grant
funds will help the county upgrade geographic information related to storm water,
drainage, and water and wastewater resources. This information will enhance
the ability of the Corps to develop projects within the County that may contribute
to improved drainage.
Responsible Entities:
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Pearl River County Mapping Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Supporting Entities:
Pearl River County Engineer
Pearl River County Tax Office
Funding Source:
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers PAS; General funds
Deadline:
2005
Priority:
High
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Action Area 2. To adopt new tools and policies, both regulatory and nonregulatory to create a more hazard resistance community
1. Pearl River County will establish policies and procedures to become proactive instead of reactive in the County’s response to natural disasters.
a. Establish pre-disaster maintenance procedures for right of way
along county roadways.
b. Establish criteria for shelters. Establish a short-term goal to retrofit
existing shelters so that they meet minimum criteria for safety and
establish a long-term goal to develop well-placed, safe and
convenient shelters.
c. The county will establish and adopt a policy on maintaining
drainage ways.
d. Establish, by ordinance, a policy to determine and require the
correct size culverts.
e. Establish a policy of extra-territorial review of subdivisions adjacent
to jurisdictional boundaries to insure a comprehensive review of
cumulative impacts within the watershed.
f. Follow through with Alligator Branch improvements.
g. Reduce the number of repetitive loss properties within the County
by elevating properties and where elevation is not an option,
purchase properties at owner’s request.
h. Encourage construction of safe rooms in residences and public
buildings.
i. Retrofit public building to withstand hurricane force winds.
j. Establish policy and procedure for permitting and monitoring
construction of all lakes and ponds within Pearl River County.
k. Establish outreach program targeting property owners near highrisk dams.

2. Minimize damage to structures through code enforcement.
a. Adopt building codes and minimum standards for high winds zones.
b. Adopt similar enforcement procedures between the county and two
cities, and consider shared staff to reduce costs and insure
consistent enforcement.
c. Adopt and implement a regulation requiring building owners to
retrofit their structures for flood damage, if the structure’s insured
loss exceeds 50% or more of the structure’s value.
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Goal 3. Government will be pro-active instead of reactive in their response
to natural disasters.
The aim of this goal is to insure that the local government is prepared for natural
disasters, with plans for response and recovery in place and ready to be
activated, and actions to mitigate potential expected damage. Ultimately the aim
is to restore the everyday activities to businesses and residents of Pearl River
County as quickly as possible.
3.a. Establish pre-disaster maintenance procedures for Right of Way along
county roadways.
It is recommended that County adopt pre-disaster maintenance procedures for
county roads and bridges to reduce the amount of road closures due to downed
trees and power lines, and bridge and culvert wash-out. Regular maintenance
and visual review of the county’s drainage systems will help to discover potential
culvert and bridge wash-outs by identifying areas adjacent to bridges and
culverts that have erosion problems.
The County should also provide visual inspections of roadways to determine
heavily treed overgrowth and dead limbs that may need to be cut down. The
county should weigh the options of having county crews removing these limbs or
contracting for the maintenance of the rights of way. It is highly recommended
that the road crews document these dead or defoliated limbs and contact the
power utility companies to coordinate with the power utility companies for
removal of these dead limbs which lie in power right of ways.
Responsible Entities:

Supporting Agencies:
Funding Source:
Deadline:
Priority:

Pearl River County Board of Supervisors; Aldermen
and Council of Poplarville and Picayune
Pearl River County Road Department
Pearl River County and Picayune Engineer
Mississippi Power Company; Coast Electric Power
Association
General Funds
2002 and ongoing
High

3.b. Establish criteria for shelters to insure public safety. Establish a short-term
goal to retrofit existing shelters so that the shelters will meet basic safety criteria,
including being built to minimum construction standards, and establish a longterm goal to provide well-placed, safe and convenient shelters throughout Pearl
River County.
Shelters provide a location of last resort for community members to seek safety
from hazardous conditions. Pearl River County has a series of shelters
throughout the county that are managed by volunteer organizations including
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local churches and the American Red Cross. These shelters serve a vital
function providing shelter to Pearl River County residents that live in flood prone
areas, people that live in mobile or manufactured homes, and residents that may
live in sub-standard housing.
Churches and schools are the locations of most of these shelters, however,
some of these shelters are located in floodplains. Also since building codes and
wind loads are not required in Pearl River County many of the shelters located in
churches may not be built to code.
It is recommended that the Pearl River County Board of Supervisors, through
their Emergency Management Office, prescribe minimum standards for shelters
within Pearl River County. These criteria should include that (1) the building is
built to minimum building standards as prescribed by the Southern Standard
Building Code or the International Code, (2) that the building is not located within
an “A” Flood Zone or that the area in which the shelter is in has not flooded in the
past, (3) that glass doors and windows within the shelters are shuttered, or use
shatter resistant glass or film to cover the glass (4) that equipment required for
preparing food and for lodging evacuees is located on site, and (5) that the
shelter prescribe the maximum number of people that can be sheltered within the
location.
A short term goal is to insure that existing shelters meet this basic criteria and
require that these shelters are retrofitted to meet standards prescribed in the
Southern Standard Building Code or the International Building Code to meet wind
load requirements for the region, have shatter resistant windows and doors and
also require that the shelters have equipment available to serve as a shelter. It is
suggested that an inspection of each of the shelters be prepared to define the
elements within each shelter requiring retrofit.
A long-term goal of the County is to establish well-placed, safe and convenient
shelters throughout Pearl River County. This effort would seek to insure that
shelters would be provided within growth corridors, adjacent to concentrations of
people; located outside of flood-prone areas; meet building codes and wind loads
to withstand Category 4 Hurricanes; have shutters and/or shatter proof windows,
and can provide basic needs for food and bedding to serve the needs of Pearl
River County residents. The shelters could also serve as county office buildings
and community center.
Finally, it is recommended that the County consider adopting a local ordinance
that would require developers of manufactured home subdivisions to develop a
community shelter on site for residents of the subdivision. This structure should
be a permanent structure that can withstand hurricane force winds. In many
parks, these shelters also serve as community centers for the Manufactured
Home Subdivisions, Offices and even laundry buildings. These sites should be
open to the residents of the manufactured home sites during severe weather.
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Short term goal- retrofit existing shelters so that they meet criteria.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Emergency Management
Supporting Entity:
Churches, American Red Cross
Funding Source:
General Funds; Federal Emergency Management
Agency
Deadline:
2005
Priority:
Medium
Long-term goal- establish well-placed, safe and convenient shelters.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors;
Aldermen and Council of Poplarville and
Picayune
Pearl River County Emergency Management
Supporting Entity:
Pearl River County Department of Planning
and Development
Funding Source:
General Funds
Deadline:
2008
Priority:
Medium
Require shelters are built within manufactured Home Subdivisions
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Pearl River County Department of Planning
and Development
Supporting Agency:
Site Plan Review Committee
Funding Agency:
General Funds
Deadline:
2005
Priority:
Medium
3.c. The county will establish and adopt a policy on maintaining drainage ways.
This policy will include regularly scheduled maintenance and the establishment of
a written tracking policy.
It is recommended that the Pearl River County Board of Supervisors establish
standard operating procedures for the maintenance of the County’s drainage
system and drainage easements. This standard operating procedure should be
adopted as policy by the Pearl River County Board of Supervisors and adopted
into the regular work program and daily operations of the Pearl River County
Road Department.
Regular oversight and maintenance of the system will allow prospective problems
to be sighted and identified before the problem has the potential to cause larger
erosive problems. Some of the greatest problems that arise from drainage
problems include eroding roadbeds and bridge supports. Regular review and
maintenance will allow problems to be identified and repaired quickly.
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The standard operating procedures should incorporate the following actions:
• Regular visual inspection of drainage system
• Visual inspection of drainage system after major rain events
• Regular maintenance policy, such as mowing, cleaning of culverts,
and securing stream banks likely to erode
• Tracking of responses to citizen complaints
The standard operating procedures should be drafted and accepted as policy by
the Road Department.
Responsible Entity:
Supporting Entities:

Funding Agency:
Deadline:
Priority:

Pearl River County Road Manager; Public Works
Departments of Poplarville and Picayune
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors;
Aldermen and Council of Poplarville and Picayune
Pearl River County Engineer; City Engineers
General Funds
2005
Medium

3.d. Establish, by ordinance, a policy to determine and require the correct size
culverts.
It is recommended that the County establish, by ordinance, a policy to determine
and require that correctly sized culverts be installed when new driveways,
roadways and parking areas are established throughout the county. Establishing
correctly sized culverts will allow water to continue to flow unimpeded through the
drainage system. When culverts are undersized, water backs up. This water will
usually back up and overflow the banks of the drainage systems. It can cause
flooding of roadways, driveways, lawns, and perhaps homes and businesses.
The bank full overflow can cause severe problems to the entire drainage
systems. Bank full overflows can cause severe erosion to the walls of the
drainage way. These erosive soils are collected within the drainage system
reducing the capacity of the systems to hold and to move water. Often the soils
collect in culverts, blocking the flow of water. Bank full overflow from undersized
culverts can also erode the roadbed.
It is suggested that the policy require that culverts be no less than fifteen inches
in diameter, but be determined based upon accepted engineering formulas. It is
also suggested that culverts be constructed of reinforced concrete, and be
designed to carry not less than the storm water from the maximum 24-hour
rainfall expected to occur once in ten years with a runoff factor of 90 percent.
To insure that the correct size culvert is chosen and installed by the developer, it
is recommended that the developer secure a permit from the County to install
culverts in county operated drainage systems. This effort should be coordinated
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through the County’s site plan review process and/or subdivision review process
and should be secured before building permits are issued.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development; Picayune and Poplarville Public Works
Departments
Supporting Entities:
Pearl River County Engineer and City Engineers
Pearl River County Road Department
Funding Source:
General Funds
Deadline:
2005
Priority:
Medium

3.e. establish a policy of extra-territorial review of subdivisions adjacent to
jurisdictional boundaries to insure a comprehensive review of cumulative impacts
within the watershed.
It is recommended that a memorandum of understanding be adopted and a
policy defined to establish extra-territorial review of proposed development
projects during the site plan review process of both the cities and the county for
developments that lie either adjacent to the jurisdictional boundaries or within a
drainage sub-basin.
This could insure a comprehensive review of the
development, and also define possible cumulative impacts from the proposed
developments that may cause flooding within the watershed.
Responsible Entities:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
City of Picayune Mayor and City Council
City of Poplarville Mayor and Board of Aldermen
Supporting Entities:
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Picayune Planning Department
Poplaville Public Works Department
Funding Source:
General Funds
Deadline:
2002 and ongoing
Priority:
High

3.f. Follow through with Alligator Branch improvements.
The County submitted an application for Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) Hazard Mitigation Grant Funds (HMGP) for improvements to the
Alligator Branch. This waterway drains about one-third of the southern portion of
Pearl River County. This drainage way drains the downtown area of Picayune,
the Picayune Industrial park, and independent industrial areas located within
Picayune, as well as several neighborhoods within the City and the County.
Several of the repetitive loss properties that exist within the City of Picayune (19
properties) and Pearl River County (27 properties) are due to flooding of the

47

Alligator Branch. Many of the reported losses in Picayune during the May of
1995 flood were related to bank full overflows of the Alligator Branch.
The application for improvements of the Alligator Branch Floodplain includes the
purchase and removal of a mobile home park, and the acquisition of three
residential structures in the Green Briar Subdivision. The Project will also include
significant improvements to the Alligator Branch and improvements to several
bridges within the area that are defined as critical facilities and are overtopped
during flooding of the Alligator Branch.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Supporting Entity:
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency
Funding Source:
Federal Emergency Management Agency; General
Funds
Deadline:
2003 and ongoing
Priority:
High

3.g. Reduce repetitive loss properties within the County and Picayune by
elevating properties and where elevation is not an option, purchase properties at
owner’s request.
Pearl River County has 27 Repetitive Loss properties located within the
unincorporated portion of Pearl River County. The City of Picayune has 19
Repetitive Loss properties located within the City’s municipal limits.
Most of the Repetitive loss properties within the unincorporated portion of Pearl
River County are concentrated in the southern portion of the county along the
Alligator Branch, within the Westchester Subdivision, located within the Pearl
River Floodplain, or along the Hobolocitto Creek, located north of Picayune.
Several other properties are located across the county, but these are not
concentrated.
It is recommended that the Pearl River County Board of Supervisors pursue
additional Hazard Mitigation Grant Program funds to purchase and relocate, or
elevate homes located within concentrated areas of flooding in particular, homes
within the Westchester Subdivision that are repetitively flooded by Hobolochitto
Creek should be addressed.
Apply for funds to elevate/purchase repetitive loss properties in the Westchester
Subdivision
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors; Picayune
City Council
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Supporting Entity:
Funding Source:
Deadline:

Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development; Picayune Community Development
Department
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency
Federal Emergency Management Agency
FEMA Pre-Disaster Grant Program
2004

The City of Picayune is also threatened by flooding from the Hobolochitto Creek.
Areas immediately adjacent to the Creek such as Baylous, North Abrams,
Clarenda, and North Loftin, have properties that repetitively flood.
It is recommended that the City of Picayune investigate applying for Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program funds to elevate or purchase homes located on North
Loftin, North Abrams, Clarenda and Baylous that have flooded repetitively. This
is a moderate-income neighborhood and additional grant funds may be available
to assist with relocation or elevation.
Investigate the potential for relief from flooding through a HMGP Grant to
purchase or to elevate homes that repetitively flood on North Loftin, North
Abrams, Clarenda and Baylous Streets in Picayune.
Responsible Entity:
City of Picayune Mayor and City Council
Supporting Entity:
Picayune Community Development Department
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency
Federal Emergency Management Agency
HOME Partnership
Mississippi Development Authority/CDBG Housing
Funding Source:
FEMA Pre-Disaster Grant Program
Deadline:
2004
Priority:
High

It is recommended that the County submit additional applications for Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program funds to address concentrations of repetitive loss
properties located along the Hobolochitto Creek, east of Picayune, and within the
Pearl River Floodplain, as the projects along the Alligator Branch and the
Westchester Subdivision near completion.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Supporting Entities:
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Funding Source:
FEMA Pre-Disaster Grant Program
Deadline:
2004
Priority:
High

49

In the southeast and southwest areas of the City of Picayune and scattered
throughout Pearl River County are a number of uninsured properties that have
repetitively flooded. Owners do not participate in the National Flood Insurance
Program, and are not included on the Repetitive Loss List published by the NFIP.
Additionally, because they are not covered by the NFIP owners are not eligible to
participate in the Flood Mitigation Assistance program and because it is difficult
to document losses, these properties often cannot not qualify under the Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program.
Many of these structures are substandard and the owners do not have financial
resources to mitigate flood damage. A program should be initiated to buy out
these owners or elevate their structures.
Responsible Entity:
Picayune Community Development Department
Pearl River Planning and Development
Supporting Entity:
Picayune City Council
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
FEMA; MEMA
Mississippi Dev elopement Authority
Funding Source:
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
Community Development Block Grant Program
HOME Program
Deadline:
2006
Priority:
Medium
In December 2003, the Board of Supervisors received notice from the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers that the County has received approval of a drainage study for
Westchester Subdivision and the Hobolochitto Creek watershed. The Study will
be performed by the Vicksburg District Corps of Engineers under authority of
Section 205 of the Flood Control Act of 1948, as amended. The study is 100%
federally funded to a limit of $100,000. If the study indicates a viable solution the
folding, Pearl River County would incur 35% of the total project construction cost.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors; Picayune
City Council
Support Agency:
Pearl River County Planning and Development;
County Engineer
Funding Source:
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers; General funds
Deadline:
2005
Priority:
High

3.h. Encourage construction of safe rooms in existing homes and buildings
by retrofitting existing space as safe rooms. Additionally, encourage construction
of safe rooms in all newly constructed building, especially in buildings manned by
by public safety personnel.
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Wind studies conducted by Texas Tech Wind Engineering Institute placed the
entire land area of Pearl River County in Wind Zone III. Zone III areas could
expect to sustain winds of 200 miles per hour from tornadoes. The study
strongly recommends that residents and areas at high risk for tornado damage
take steps to create safe havens from these storms through construction of
shelters/safe rooms in their homes. It has also come to the attention of officials
that buildings housing public safety personnel also should contain safe areas in
the event of tornados or other high wind events. The City of Picayune is planning
to construct a safe room in a new fire station to be constructed soon.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Planning and Development
Picayune Community Development Department
Poplarville Community Development Department
Support Agency:
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Picyaune City Council
Poplarville Board of Aldermen
Funding Source:
FEMA Pre-Disaster Grant Program
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
3.i. Retrofit public buildings and critical facilities to withstand hurricane force
winds.
Most of the public buildings in the county are not equipped to withstand high
winds, especially the winds of major hurricanes. Many are pre-engineered, metal
construction and are engineered to low wind standards and would be damaged in
a major hurricane. Some of these buildings house public safety and public works
facilities that are critical to the continuation of services during and immediately
after a major wind event.
Responsible Entity:
Picayune Community Development Department
Poplarville Community Development Department
Pearl River County Planning and Development
Supporting Entity:
Picayune City Council
Poplarville Board of Aldermen
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Funding Source:
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
Local General Funds
Deadline:
2006
Priority:
Medium

3j. Establish local policy for permitting and monitoring construction of dams to
establish lakes and ponds in Pearl River County.
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Prior to constructing a dam to establish a pond or lake property owners are
expected to request a permit from the Mississippi Department of Environmental
Quality. Many owners, however, bypass this requirement when creating smaller
ponds or lakes on private property. Consequently, some dams impounding lakes
and ponds are not included on the DEQ list of dams. Until now these lesser
bodies of water have not been considered a problem because failure of the dam
would only damage the owner’s property and likely cause damage to only
unoccupied structures. In Pearl River County, most new development is
occurring in rural areas of the county, sometimes near lakes originally created for
farm use.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Pearl River County Engineer
Pearl River County Planning and Development
Supporting Entity:
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
Funding Source:
County General Funds
Deadline:
2005
Priority:
High
3k. Establish an outreach program targeting property owners near high-risk
dams.
Two high-risk dams, Anchor Lake and Hide-A-Way Lake are located north of
Picayune. Failure of either dam would result in flash flooding of areas along the
East Hobolochitto Creek through the City of Picayune and areas north of
Picayune around the confluence of the East and West Hobolochitto Creeks. An
outreach program should be established to inform residents of these areas of
actions they should take in the event of an accident involving either dam.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Civil Defense Director
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Picayune City Council
Supporting Entity:
Pearl River County and City of Picayune Planning and
Development Departments
Mississippi Emergecy Management Agency
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
Funding Source:
County and City of Picayune General Funds
Deadline:
2005
Priority:
Medium

52

Goal 4. Minimize damage to structures through code enforcement.
One of the best tools that a community can utilize to mitigate against the damage
of natural disasters is the adoption of minimum standards for the construction of
buildings. It is recommended that the Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
adopt building codes and provide training and staffing to implement building
codes within the county and to adequately train code enforcement officers,
adequately educate contractors and enforce the building code.
4.a. Adopt building codes and minimum standards for high winds zones.
Building codes are minimum standards applied to the construction or
reconstruction of buildings to insure public health, welfare and safety. A
community can adopt minimum standards that determine how a building should
be constructed. “Model” codes have been developed for communities to
consider in their adoption. There are four “model” codes that apply across the
country. In 1999, each of the Code Congresses took steps to adopt one set of
model codes, the International Building Code. The International Building Code
was completed and ready for adoption in 2000. The International Code
Congress is also responsible for publishing the One and Two Family Dwelling
Code that is included as an appendix in the Uniform Building Code and the
Southern Building Code.
In Pearl River County, both the City of Picayune and the City of Poplaville
adopted a Standard Building Code developed by the Southern Building Code
Congress International. Both cities maintain staff to implement and enforce the
building code within their municipal limits. The Pearl River County Board of
Supervisors has not adopted a building code, but they have adopted a process to
apply for a permit to build. The permit allows the county to maintain a record of
new buildings and remodeled buildings, and allows the county to enforce the
floodplain ordinance.
The purpose for the adoption of building codes is to provide safer structures that
reduce deaths and property damage that result due to the failure of the building
or its systems. Building codes insure that there is minimum structural integrity to
the building and that the building can perform to certain standards to withstand
natural disasters. Besides saving lives and reducing property damage, the
adoption of minimum standards for buildings helps to reduce the amount of
public and private disaster aid after a natural disaster; maintains employment in
businesses that may be damaged during a natural disaster, if not for the
implementation of building codes; and the adoption of building codes helps to
preserve the built environment and property values.
It is recommended that Pearl River County adopt minimum building codes to
regulate all the construction. It is preferable that the County and both cities adopt
the International Building Code.
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In addition to adopting the International Building Code, the Pearl River County
Board of Supervisors should consider adopting the Standard for Hurricane
Resistant Residential Construction published by the Southern Building Code
Congress International or adopt SSPD-1099 which is part of the International
Building Code These standards provide performance standards for residential
structures under a specified wind pressure defined by wind zones. The
Insurance Institute for Property Loss Reduction estimated that between 1991 and
1995, insured property losses from wind damage across the United States was
estimated at $4.8 billion per year (Natural Hazard Mitigation Insights, 1996).
Minimum standards provide a certain level of comfort for homeowners. There is
an assurance of a certain minimum standard of construction. Most homeowners
seek this comfort level when they purchase a home. A study by the Institute for
Business and Home Safety indicated that 91% of homeowners that lived in
coastal areas prone to hurricanes believed that builders should follow stricter
building codes. Homeowners indicate that they would assume additional costs of
as much as $5,000 for a $100,000 home to have a safer home.
Responsible Entity:

Supporting Agencies:
Funding Source:
Deadline:
Priority:

Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
City of Picayune Mayor and City Council
City of Poplaville Mayor and Board of Aldermen
Pearl River County Homebuilders Association
General Funds
2002
High

4.b. Adopt similar enforcement procedures between the county and two cities,
and consider shared staff to reduce costs and insure consistent enforcement.
Consistency in the implementation and the enforcement of building codes will
insure that contractors in Pearl River County successfully follow the codes. For
this reason it is recommended that similar model codes be adopted and that
enforcement of the codes is a shared responsibility between the three local
governments. Shared staff will insure consistent enforcement within the County,
and can create an economy of scale that will provide better service to county
residents and contractors and reduce costs.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Supporting Entities:
City of Picayune Mayor and City Council, Code
Compliance Officer
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Funding Source:
Deadline:
Priority:

City of Poplaville Mayor and Board of Alderman,
Building Officials
General Funds
2005
High

4.c. Adopt and implement a regulation requiring building owners to retrofit their
structures for flood damage if the structure’s insured loss exceeds 50% or more
of the structure’s value.
The National Flood Insurance Program requires retrofitting to reduce flood
damage when losses exceed 50% of the property’s value. If the cost to repair a
flood damaged building exceeds 50% of the fair market value of the home, then
the building must be rebuilt in compliance with the Flood ordinance. This will be
an essential tool to reduce flood losses in the County and the City of Picayune.
Responsible Entities:
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
City of Picayune Planning Department
Funding Source:
General Funds
Deadline:
2004 and ongoing
Priority:
High
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Action Area 3.
To establish Interagency and Intergovernmental
cooperation and relationships to address existing hazardous situations
and to avoid future problems that may cross-jurisdictional boundaries.
Chief among these efforts is to establish a relationship between the Pearl River
County Board of Supervisors and the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Picayune and the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Poplaville to insure
seamless response and recovery to natural disasters and to also insure a
coordinated approach to prevention and mitigation of potential natural hazards.
Another very important objective of this effort is to insure cooperation and
coordination from federal and state agencies to insure that response and
recovery from natural disasters occurs quickly and that hazard mitigation
activities are coordinated to reduce the risk to the community. Chief partners
within this effort are the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency, and the Mississippi Department of
Transportation.
The Council defined two goals to address establishment of Interagency and
Intergovernmental cooperation:
5. Establish interagency cooperation and partnerships between the local
governments, between local governments and federal agencies, between
local governments and state agencies, and between local governments
and the quasi-public and private sectors to reduce damage, and recover
quickly from natural hazards.
a.

b.

c.

d.

Establish a formal policy to invite countywide staff to attend
site plan review for projects that are immediately adjacent to
the jurisdiction or will impact the jurisdiction.
Cooperate with Mississippi Department of Transportation to
establish pre-disaster policies on maintenance of rights-ofway.
Request assistance from the Mississippi Department of
Transportation to address street flooding on two major
thoroughfares within southern Pearl River County.
Establish a procedure for review between the County, cities
and Mississippi Department of Transportation concerning the
issuance of driveway permits.

6. Establish issue-driven, countywide governmental interaction through
networking, shared resources; avoid duplication of services by
establishing cooperative agreements.
a.

Establish quarterly meetings between
Supervisors and the city governments.

the

Board

of
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Goal 5. Establish interagency cooperation and partnerships between the
local governments, between local governments and federal agencies,
between local governments and state agencies, and between local
governments and the quasi-public and private sectors to reduce damage,
and recover quickly from natural hazards.
5.a. Establish a formal policy to invite county/city staff to attend site plan review
for projects that are immediately adjacent to the jurisdiction or will impact the
jurisdiction.
It is recommended that a memorandum of understanding be adopted and a
policy defined to establish extra-territorial review of proposed development
projects during the site plan review process of both the Cities and the County for
developments that lie either adjacent to the jurisdictional boundaries or within a
drainage sub-basin.
This could insure a comprehensive review of the
development, and also define possible cumulative impacts from the proposed
developments that may cause flooding within the watershed.
Responsible Entities:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
City of Picayune Mayor and City Council
City of Poplaville Mayor and Board of Aldermen
Supporting Entities:
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Picayune Planning Department
Poplaville Public Works Department
Funding Source:
General Funds
Deadline:
2002 and ongoing
Priority:
Medium

5.b. Cooperate with Mississippi Department of Transportation to establish predisaster policies on maintenance of the right of way.
The Hazard Mitigation Council cited Interstate 59 and U.S. Highway 11 as critical
thoroughfares in Pearl River County. These roadways were not only critical for
evacuation purposes, but also are important to response and recovery actions
after natural disasters occur.
During windstorms, tornadoes, severe
thunderstorms and tropical weather including hurricanes, both of these roadways
are subject to downed tree limbs and trees that block the roadways. Having to
close the highway can create safety hazards, as well as delay response actions,
and slow recovery.
It is recommended that the Pearl River County Board of Supervisors request that
the Mississippi Department of Transportation take a more proactive stance to
mitigation, by establishing maintenance procedures that identify dead and dying
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trees and limbs along these two roadways and remove these trees and limbs, as
well as trim trees to prevent the limbs and trees from falling during natural hazard
events.
Responsible Entity:
Mississippi Department of Transportation
Supporting Entity:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors; Aldermen
and Council of Poplarville and Picayune
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency
Funding Source:
MDOT Road Maintenance funds
Deadline:
2003
Priority:
Medium

5.c. Request assistance from the Mississippi Department of Transportation to
address street flooding on two major thoroughfares within southern Pearl River
County.
Highway 43 South and Highway 43 North are the major east to west connectors
in the southern portion of Pearl River County. These roadways are estimated to
have average daily traffic counts of 7,800 and 7,400 respectively. The Pearl
River County Road Department has identified problems with storm water
overflow on two sections of these heavily trafficked roadways. One section of
roadway that is impacted is Highway 43 South at Stafford Road, east of
Picayune, and Smith’s curve located on Highway 43 North.
It is suggested that the Pearl River County Board of Supervisors work with the
Mississippi Department of Transportation to develop solutions for these two
flooding problems.
Responsible Entity: Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Mississippi Department of Transportation
Pearl River County Engineer
Supporting Entity: Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Funding Source:
MDOT Road funds; General funds
Deadline:
2005
Priority:
Medium

5.b. Establish a procedure for review between the county, cities and Mississippi
Department of Transportation concerning the issuance of driveway permits.
Establish a Memorandum of Understanding with the Mississippi Department of
Transportation that would allow the County Engineer to review the issuance of
driveway permits received by the Mississippi Department of Transportation and
the Cities of Picayune and Poplaville to insure that culverts proposed for the
driveways meet the requirements for culverts adopted by the Board of
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Supervisors and that the culvert will not impede drainage. Specific requirements
for this policy were suggested as action 3.d.
Responsible Entity: Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Pearl River County Engineer
Supporting Entity: Mississippi Department of Transportation
Picayune Public Works Department
Poplaville Public Works Department
Funding Source:
General Funds
Deadline:
2003 and ongoing
Priority:
Medium
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Goal 6. Establish issue-driven, countywide governmental interaction
through networking, shared resources; avoid duplication of services by
establishing cooperative agreements.
6.a. Establish quarterly meetings between the Board of Supervisors and the 2
city governments.
The Pearl River County Board of Supervisors, the Mayor and City Council of the
City of Picayune, and the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen of the City of
Poplaville should continue to meet on a quarterly basis to promote countywide
programs that share resources and avoid the duplication of services. The
monthly meetings should have a set agenda to discuss specific issues facing the
county.
At least once a year, on the agenda of the meeting should be an overview of the
standard operating procedures for hurricane response and other emergencies
within the County.
This program should be introduced at the meeting
immediately before the start of hurricane season. At this meeting, an overview of
FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation program should be prepared and progress should be
measured on the success of the program to remove repetitive losses in Pearl
River County.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
City of Picayune Mayor and City Council
City of Poplaville Mayor and Board of Aldermen
Pearl River County Civil Defense
Supporting Entity:
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Funding Source:
General Funds
Deadline:
2002 and on-going
Priority:
High
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Action Area 4. To establish a Hazardous Materials Team, and Standard
Operating Procedures to address hazardous spills within the County.
Transportation infrastructure in Pearl River County is part of a national system
that serves most major cities within the Southeast. Rail lines that lie within Pearl
River County originate in New Orleans and provide rail access to such major
southern cities as Birmingham, Alabama and Atlanta, Georgia. U.S. Interstate 59
provides access from the New Orleans region to the Atlanta area. Average daily
traffic on Interstate 59 was estimated to be 33,000 vehicles in the year 2000.
Hazardous materials are moved through Pearl River County by both rail and by
highway. Pearl River County has approximately 19 facilities that are listed as
hazardous waste handlers by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Specific actions and recommendations related to this goal follow:
a.
b.

c.

Develop a Hazardous Materials Response Team through an
interlocal agreement.
Develop a written plan and standard operating procedure to be
incorporated into the County’s Comprehensive Emergency
Management Plan (CEMP).
The Hazardous Material Response Team will receive regular
training to maintain certification.

Goal 7. Establish a Hazardous Materials Team and Standard Operating
Procedures to address hazardous spills within the County.
7.a. The Civil Defense Director, the volunteer fire departments and the municipal
fire departments will develop a Hazardous Materials Response Team through an
interlocal agreement.
Increasing population and economic growth within Pearl River County, as well as
increased rail and truck traffic is creating a greater risk of an accident involving
hazardous materials. Currently, the County relies upon mutual aid agreements
with Hazardous Materials teams from the Stennis Space Center and Bogalusa to
respond to these incidents. With increasing traffic and a greater population, the
County and the two cities should consider establishing a Hazardous Materials
Response Team.
Training, equipping and maintaining a Hazardous Materials Team is an
expensive endeavor. Therefore, it is recommended that this effort be a
cooperative program established by the County Board of Supervisors and the
Cities of Picayune and Poplaville. This would allow for shared staffing costs,
shared costs for equipment and shared training costs. The County and two cities
should work to develop a budget for the team as well as staffing requirements.
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The drafting and the adoption of an Inter-local Agreement between the three
local governments must precipitate the establishment of the Team. That
interlocal agreement should determine the amount of staffing from each entity,
the ownership of equipment, the fiscal agent for the Team, how revenues from
grants and reimbursements will be accounted for and spent, and how property
purchased by the Team will be owned.
Responsible Entity: Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Mayor and City Council of the City of Picayune
Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Poplaville
Supporting Entities: Pearl River County Office of Civil Defense and Fire Marshall
Picayune Fire Department; Poplarville Fire Department
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency
Funding Source:
General Funds
Deadline:
2005
Priority:
Medium
7.b. A written plan and standard operating procedures will be developed and
incorporated into the County’s CEMP (Comprehensive Emergency Management
Plan).
Prior to adopting the interlocal agreement, the County and municipalities should
draft standard operating procedures to respond to hazardous materials
incidences that may involve the transporting of hazardous materials by air, rail,
roadways and water through Pearl River County. The Team should also draft
response procedures for the hazardous materials leakages from Pearl River
County businesses that are air-borne and water borne, as well as land borne.
These response and recovery procedures should be documented and
incorporated in the County’s CEMP and adopted by the Board of Supervisors
and by both Cities.
Responsible Entities:
Pearl River County Office of Civil Defense and Fire
Marshal
Pearl River County Association of Fire Chiefs
Picayune Fire Department; Poplarville Fire
Department
City of Poplaville Fire Department
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency
Supporting Entities:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Mayor and City Council of the City of Picayune
Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Poplaville
Funding Source:
General Funds
Deadline:
2005
Priority:
Medium
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7.c. The Hazardous Materials Team will receive regular training to maintain
certification.
The Hazardous Materials Team must receive certification in the handling of
materials and achieve continuing education credits to maintain their certifications.
The County and the two cities should include the initial education requirements
for certification and the continuing education within their yearly budgets to insure
a certified team.
Responsible Entities:
Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Mayor and City Council of the City of Picayune
Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Poplaville
Supporting Entities:
Pearl River County Office of Civil Defense
Picayune Fire Department; Poplarville Fire
Department
Funding Source:
General Funds
Deadline:
2002 and on-going
Priority:
Medium
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Action Area 5. To provide educational outreach so people can adopt
practices that will help protect themselves and their property.
Public education provides people with an opportunity to assess the amount of
risk that they are willing to take, and to provide information on techniques and
technologies that are available to help people mitigate against loss of life and
damage to property.
A specific list of the recommended projects follows:
a.
b.

c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.

i.

Establish monthly educational programs for local government and
staff.
Provide outreach to the community, including local officials, about
the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program and requirements of elevation
and purchase programs.
Establish a Hazard Mitigation Library at the Public Library
Develop a brochure “Hazards in Pearl River County” that will detail
hazards within the County.
Develop three programs for “Focus on Pearl River County” on
WRJW.
Establish a Speakers Forum
Establish a Hazard Mitigation and Disaster Preparedness booth at
the Blueberry Festival and the Picayune Street Fair.
Encourage the Chambers of Commerce, PRCDA and Civil Defense
to develop a program on Business Continuity Planning for
businesses.
Host a luncheon for school principals to showcase educational
materials that are available to teachers.

Goal 8. Provide education and outreach to the general public regarding
preparedness and hazard mitigation activities.
8.a. Establish monthly educational programs for local government and staff.
Establish monthly educational programs for local government and staff regarding
issues related to prevention of disasters, mitigation of damage and recovery.
These monthly programs will not only provide an opportunity for networking, but
provide information on new programs and technologies available for mitigation as
well.
The workshops should include topics on disaster recovery, disaster prevention,
hazard mitigation, planning, drainage systems, ecological systems, new
construction techniques, new drainage maintenance techniques, the National
Flood Insurance Program, The Community Rating System Program, Federal and
State Hazard Mitigation Programs, Continuity planning for local government
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departments, the interpretation of monitoring data on area streams and rivers,
storm water modeling and mapping and technology.
Responsible Entities:
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Supporting Entities:
Pearl River County Emergency Management
Pearl River County E-911
Pearl River County Sheriff’s Office
Funding Source:
General funds
Deadline:
2002 and on-going
Priority:
Medium
8.b. Provide outreach to the community, including local officials about the Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program and requirements for elevation and purchase
programs.
One of the first workshops suggested for the monthly educational programs
should be a presentation by the Federal Emergency Management Agency and
the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency on the Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program to address repetitive loss properties. Generally, these funds are used
to either purchase or remove a repetitive loss property or to elevate the property,
based upon a cost-benefit analysis of the property. The program is a voluntary
program.
The workshop should be open to local government officials, their staff and the
general public. This effort would allow community members to ask specific
questions about the application of the program to their problem. It will also assist
local government officials to gauge the support within the community of the
program, and also assist them with evaluating sources of funds that can be used
to match Federal funds.
Responsible Entities:

Supporting Entities:

Funding Source:
Deadline:
Priority:

Pearl River County Board of Supervisors
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Pearl River County Emergency Management
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency
FEMA HMGP and Pre-Disaster Grant Programs
2003
High

8.c. Establish a Hazard Mitigation Library at the Library.
The reduction of damage to property as the result of natural disasters is a goal of
Pearl River County. To accomplish this goal, establish a hazard mitigation library
in the Pearl River County Library System. The materials should include manuals
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on building within flood prone areas, as well as building in hurricane areas. Most
of these materials are available to the county at no or minimal costs from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency and the American Red Cross. These
materials can be catalogued and cross-referenced within the card catalogue.
The library will provide an excellent centralized location to house these materials.
During Severe Weather Week in February and prior to Hurricane Season, the
Office of Civil Defense should work with the Library to insure that these materials
are available in the library for use by the public. Besides construction manuals
and documents, FEMA and American Red Cross also publish several children’s
titles, and handbooks on business continuity planning that should be included
within this collection. This collection should also include a copy of the plan.
Suggested titles include Coastal Construction Manual, Taking Shelter from the
Storm, the Disaster Twins, Business Continuity Planning for Businesses and
Industry, and IBHS Continuity Planning for Small Business.
The County’s Department of Planning and Development and the County’s Office
of Civil Defense should work with the library to update and expand the offerings
of this collection.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Library System
Supporting Entities:
Pearl River County Emergency Management
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Federal Emergency Management Agency
American Red Cross
Institute of Business and Home Safety
NOAA- Hazards Division
Funding Source:
General Funds
Deadline:
2002 and ongoing
Priority:
High

8.d. Develop a brochure “Hazards in Pearl River County” that will detail natural
hazards within the county.
The brochure will be an educational tool available to all residents of Pearl River
County which will detail the types of hazard that are prevalent in Pearl River
County, most notably hurricane threats, tornadoes, severe weather and flooding
from streams, rivers and also storm water flooding within the County. The
brochure will provide safety tips for residents, to help them prepare for hurricanes
and severe weather. The brochure should suggest mitigation measures that
homeowners can take to secure their homes from the threat of natural disasters.
The brochure can serve three purposes. (1) The brochure can provide outreach
for residents living within flood prone areas to help them realize their risks and

66

suggest actions that they can take – such as the purchase of flood insurance. (2)
The brochure can also help people prepare for hurricane season and hurricanes.
The brochure should suggest actions that residents can take to secure their
homes, as well as provide information to people about developing their hurricane
plan, which may include evacuation, or securing their homes to wait through the
storm. (3) Finally, the brochure should include information on mitigation activities
that residents can consider to secure their homes from high winds.
The brochure will be distributed to all new residents. The brochure will be mailed
to new residents after they receive their E-911 Serial number. The brochure will
also be placed in the offices of the Utility Offices and Building Permit offices, as
well as the power company offices.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Emergency Management
Supporting Entities:
Pearl River County Department of Planning and
Development
Funding Source:
General Funds
Deadline:
2004
Priority:
Medium
8.e. Develop three programs for “Focus on Pearl River County” on WRJW.
Local radio station WRJW provides a semi-monthly program on the activities in
Pearl River County. WRJW is the only locally owned and operated radio station
in Pearl River County. It is recommended that three programs be developed
during the year to be featured on “Focus on Pearl River County”.
It is
recommended that these programs should be in February, as part of Severe
Weather Week, and in June and August the program should focus on Hurricane
and Severe Weather preparedness. Speakers should include the Emergency
Management Director to speak on preparedness, response and recovery, and
the Planning and Development Director to address mitigation actions and
opportunities.
Responsible Entities:
Pearl River County Emergency Management
Pearl River County Planning and Development
WRJW
Supporting Entities:
MEMA
FEMA
Deadline:
2002 and ongoing
Priority:
Medium
8.f. Establish a Speakers Forum.
Pearl River County has many active social and civic organizations. Pearl River
County Churches also provide an opportunity for residents to learn actions that
can mitigate and prevent the loss of life and reduce the damage to property. It is
recommended that the Pearl River County Office of Civil Defense establish a
Speaker’s Forum, update this listing yearly, and provide this listing to the
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County’s social, civic and spiritual organizations. This would provide a list of
available speakers to these organizations.
It is suggested that this list include speakers such as the County Civil Defense
Director, the Hurricane Forecaster for MEMA, the Hazard Mitigation Specialist for
MEMA, the transportation planner for MEMA, the Chief Forecaster with the Naval
Meteorology and Oceanography Command, the Chief Forecaster from the
National Weather Service in Slidell and Weathercasters from local radio stations
in Biloxi, Hattiesburg and New Orleans.
It is suggested that this listing of Speakers be updated yearly to reflect personnel
changes, and new staff representing new missions within the organizations. It is
also suggested that this updated list be mailed to all organizations within Pearl
River County each year.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Emergency Management
Deadline:
2003
Priority:
Low

8.g. Establish a Hazard Mitigation and Disaster Preparedness Booth at the
Blueberry Festival and the Picayune Street Fair.
Pearl River County is the host to two major festivals each year. The Picayune
Street Fair is held each year in for two days in April and November in Picayune.
The fair boosts approximately 15,000 visitors per event. The Blueberry Festival
is held each June in Poplarville. The festival has hosted as many as 17,000
people. Both festivals provide an opportunity to provide education and outreach
to a large portion of the region’s population.
It is recommended that the Pearl River County Office of Civil Defense establish a
booth at each festival. The intent is to provide materials to participants of the
festival and to be available to answer questions about preparedness and
mitigation in Pearl River County. These venues will allow Pearl River County
residents to ask questions and gather materials. It is suggested that the
materials at the Blueberry Festival stress hurricane and flood preparedness, and
that the materials used in the April Picayune Street Fair focus on tornadoes,
windstorms and severe thunderstorms.
Responsible Entity:
Pearl River County Emergency Management
Supporting Entity:
Picayune Down Towner’s Association
Poplarville Chamber of Commerce
Deadline:
2002
Priority:
Medium

8.h. Encourage the Chambers, PRCDA and Civil Defense to develop a program
on Business Continuity Planning for businesses.
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The U.S. Small Business Administration indicated that 43% of small businesses
that are forced to close due to a disaster never re-open. The SBA believes that
another 29% of small businesses close within 2 years of disaster. In Pearl River
County, approximately 77% of the businesses within the county employ less than
10 people. These businesses are particularly vulnerable to closures and
disasters. Many lack the resources to compensate for time closed due to the
disaster and many may lack the knowledge the develop continuity plans for their
businesses.
It is recommended that the Picayune and Poplarville Chamber of Commerce, the
Pearl River County Development Association/Partners for Pearl River County
and Pearl River County Civil Defense establish a program to present business
continuity planning information to businesses within Pearl River County. The
Institute of Business and Home Safety provides a curriculum designed
specifically for small businesses. IBHS provides train the trainer workshops,
allowing the county’s business community to make an investment in the
knowledge to develop small business continuity plans.
Responsible Entity: Picayune and Poplarville Chamber of Commerce
Supporting Entity: Pearl River County Development Association and
Pearl River County Emergency Management
Deadline:
FY 2003
Priority:
Low
8.i. Host a luncheon for school principals to showcase educational materials that
are available to teachers.
It is recommended that the Pearl River County Office of Civil Defense host a
luncheon each year to introduce new educational materials for children on
natural hazards to school principals and school and county librarians. The
Federal Emergency Management Agency and the American Red Cross have
developed unique and very effective materials that can be incorporated into the
school’s existing curriculum and can be used to enhance the existing curriculum.
Such programs as the American Red Cross’ and Allstate Insurance’s Masters of
Disaster offer lessons in language arts, math, and science related to disaster
preparedness for children.
It is recommended that copies of the materials are available at the luncheon, as
well as having a field representative from American Red Cross, FEMA or MEMA
available to provide ideas on using the materials within the classroom.
Responsible Entity:
Supporting Entity:
Funding:
Deadline:
Priority:

Pearl River Emergency Management
American Red Cross, FEMA and MEMA
Corporate sponsorship to cover luncheon
FY 2004
Medium
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Appendix
City of Picayune Map
City of Poplarville Map
Proof of Public Hearing Notices and Attendance Sign in Sheets
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